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PROBUS CLUB OF AJAX MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

 

PROBUS Club of Ajax, Club #82 Ajax, Ontario 
 

 Vol 24 Issue 6         June 2nd, 2021 

 

All PROBUS Club of Ajax In Person General Meetings 
are CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

What beautiful weather we’re experiencing at the moment!  The spring planting bug hit me last 

week and I planted the annuals in my garden.  I consulted with my brother Harvey, and we both 

decided to “roll the dice”, plant away and hope there wasn’t going to be another frost.  So far so 

good!   

The last PROBUS membership meeting on May 5th was well attended.  Our guest speaker, Dr. 

Bruce McKay, gave an interesting presentation about “The Brain on Cannibis”. The draw, for two 

gift cards, was won by Bill Armour and Veronica Chase. 

Our next PROBUS membership meeting is scheduled for June 2nd at 10:00 am.  Stewart Beatty will send out a link 

prior to the meeting.  Our guest speaker will be Adam Shoalts, a professional explorer, who has been named 

Canada’s “Indiana Jones” by the Toronto Star.  Adam undertook an almost 4,000km canoe journey across 

Canada’s arctic alone.  He will share photos from his adventures and discuss his journey across Canada’s north.   

Your Club continues to offer social activities, virtually, to our members. On Monday morning and Friday afternoon 

of each week Nancy and Stewart host a Chat Room via Zoom.  Euchre is offered twice a month on Tuesday 

afternoons under Julie’s guidance.  Harvey has started bridge games on Tuesday afternoons, alternating with 

Euchre.  Euchre and Bridge are offered through Trickster.  

Golf courses have reopened!  Read Marcia Everitt’s Interest Group Report if you want to play PROBUS golf. 

Tom Rosebush, the Club’s Membership Co-Ordinator, is collecting fees for the 2021/22 membership year.    

For information on how to pay your membership fee, please check out Tom’s report on page 2 of this newsletter. 

 

Your Management Committee is currently recruiting for two positions on the 2021/22 Committee.  The positions are 

Secretary and Vice President.  If you are interested in joining our Management Team for the upcoming term, 

please contact Reg Lawrance, myself or one of our current Committee members.   

Take care and stay well.  Wishing you all an enjoyable Father’s Day and the First Day of Summer, both on June 

20th. 

 

Cheers, 

Joyce 
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Use Control Click for Links 

 

 
ZOOM INFORMATION 

 
You do not need to download the ZOOM software to use the service. If you go to your 

internet browser (like Google) and go to website www.zoom.us  look at the top right corner 

of the screen that opens up and you will see a button to click that says JOIN A MEETING. 

(Use Control Click for Links) 

The diagram below appears 

 

You can then enter the meeting ID number sent to you by PROBUS Club of Ajax in an 

email, and click JOIN. If there was a password also sent to you, enter it on the next page 

that opens up. 

 

 

++++++++++++ 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Just a quick reminder that our Membership fees have increased for the 2021/2022 year. The 

annual fee is now $30.00 a year with the new member initiation fee also set at $30.00.   

Renewals should be mailed to “Tom Rosebush, 1612 - 44 Falby Court, Ajax, ON  L1S 3L1.” 

To keep our records up to date we ask that if you have any changes in your “email, phone number or 

residence address”, you inform us via email to ajaxprobusmembership@gmail.com or by phone to 437 981-

6719. 

Stay safe. 

Tom, Membership Coordinator 

ajaxprobusmembership@gmail.com 
 

 
  

http://www.zoom.us/
mailto:ajaxprobusmembership@gmail.com
mailto:ajaxprobusmembership@gmail.com
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Below is a recipe from one of the Management Team 

 

Rhubarb Oat Muffins  (Joan Ash) 

These tasty rhubarb muffins have a sweet streusel topping and are ready in 45 minutes. Use regular 

rolled oats which have more texture than quick-cooking or instant rolled oats.   Servings:12 

Ingredients 

• Nonstick cooking spray 

• 1 ¾ cups regular rolled oats 

• ¾ cup whole-wheat pastry flour or whole-wheat flour 

• ½ cup all-purpose flour 

• ½ cup packed brown sugar (see Tip) 

• 1 teaspoon baking powder 

• ½ teaspoon baking soda 

• ¼ teaspoon salt 

• ¾ cup buttermilk 

• ½ cup refrigerated or frozen egg product, thawed, or 2 eggs, lightly beaten 

• 2 tablespoons canola oil 

• 1 teaspoon vanilla 

• 1 cup finely chopped rhubarb 

• 1 tablespoon packed brown sugar (see Tip) 

• ½ teaspoon ground cinnamon 

• ¼ cup chopped walnuts 

Directions 

• Step 1 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Line twelve 2 1/2-inch muffin cups with paper bake cups; coat paper 

cups with cooking spray. Or coat muffin cups with cooking spray. 

• Step 2 

Place 3/4 cup of the oats in a food processor; cover and process until ground. Transfer to a large bowl. 

Stir in another 3/4 cup of the oats and the next six ingredients (through salt). Make a well in center of flour 

mixture. 

• Step 3 

In a medium bowl combine the next four ingredients (through vanilla). Stir in rhubarb. Add rhubarb 

mixture all at once to flour mixture; stir just until moistened (batter should be slightly lumpy). Spoon into 

prepared muffin cups, filling each about three-fourths full. 

• Step 4 

For streusel topping, in a small bowl stir together the 1 tablespoon brown sugar and cinnamon. Stir in the 

remaining 1/4 cup oats and the walnuts. Sprinkle over batter in muffin cups. 

• Step 5 

Bake 20 to 22 minutes or until a toothpick comes out clean. Cool in muffin cups on a wire rack for 5 

minutes. Remove from muffin cups. Serve warm. 

Tip: If using a sugar substitute for the muffins, we recommend Splenda(R) Brown Sugar Blend. Follow package 

directions to use 1/2 cup equivalent. Nutrition Per Serving with Substitute: Same as below, except 166 cal, 25 g 

carb. (6 g sugars). 

Tip: We do not recommend using a sugar substitute in the streusel topping. 

 
++++++++++++ 
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MEMBERS CORNER 

 

Surfing the Stream. 

A year ago, I cut the TV cable and switched to streaming. This opens up a massive choice of 

material. For those who may be IT challenged (who isn’t?) you need to have unlimited internet, an 

Amazon Fire TV stick, a Google Chromecast device and a smart phone or tablet. I use Bell and 

have regular TV channels using the FireTV stick, through their Fibe TV app, for a very low price. 

Using these streaming devices, Amazon Fire TV stick and Google Chrome, you can access free services such as 

Kanopy, Hoopla (from library), CBC Gem, Knowledge Network, National Film Board, “YouTube” and TVO archives. 

There are many movies, documentaries, music, dance etc, programs. Also, you can access paid services like 

Netflix, Disney, Acorn and other movie apps. 

Here are some suggestions for movies, TV dramas and other series that you may find of interest as you search for 

something engaging to watch. 

On Netflix there is a police detective series called “Deadwind”. This is set in Finland and has English subtitles. The 

detective in charge is a recent widow and has some personal issues to deal with in addition to trying to solve a 

construction site murder. She is assisted by a young bachelor who does his best to help her deal with her 

unconventional approach. The search for the perpetrator is convoluted and the guilty party is a surprise.   

On “YouTube” there is a 2007 movie called “Half Broken Things”. This a crime drama involving the lives of three 

very lonely people—pregnant Steph, on the run from her violent boyfriend; Michael, a petty thief who becomes her 

knight in shining armour; and Jean, a sixty-year-old spinster nearing the end of her career as a house sitter, who 

collide dramatically within the grounds of the illustrious Walden Manor where together they seal themselves away 

from the outside world and build a new life together. The fantasy cannot last forever though, and events take a 

murderous turn when the first unexpected guest arrives. 

On Kanopy there is a 1965 movie called “The Italian Job”. This features a gang from London pulling off a heist in 

Italy. This movie has humour, exciting car chases in medieval streets and alpine scenery. This is pleasant 

lighthearted entertainment. 

Tony Lees     

 
++++++++++++ 

 

NEW SENIOR EXAM  

You only need 4 correct out of 10 questions 

1) How long did the Hundred Years' War last? 

2) Which country makes Panama hats? 

3) From which animal do we get cat gut?  

4) In which month do Russians celebrate the October Revolution? 

5) What is a camel's hairbrush made of? 

6) The Canary Islands in the Pacific are named after what animal 

7) What was King George VI's first name? 

8) What color is a purple finch? 

9) Where are Chinese gooseberries from? 

10) What is the color of the black box in a commercial airplane? 

(answers on last page) 
 

  

 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petty_thief
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SPEAKERS 

 

June 2nd Speaker 

Adam Shoalts has been described by the CBC as “one of the greatest living explorers” and even 

named “Canada’s Indiana Jones” by the Toronto Star. His day job is a professional explorer; he 

holds the position of Westaway Explorer-in-Residence at the Royal Canadian Geographical 

Society. Shoalts is also the author of three national best-selling books, including the acclaimed 

‘Beyond the Trees’, the story of his almost 4,000 km canoe journey across Canada’s arctic alone. 

Shoalts has a Ph.D from McMaster in History, and is also the author of ‘A History of Canada in10 Maps’, another 

national best-seller. Shoalts will share photos from his adventures and discuss his journey alone across Canada’s North.  

Books - Adam Shoalts Use Control Click for Link  

 

July 7th Speaker 

Dr. Victoria Plaskett, OCT is an English teacher (retired) with 35 years of experience in Ontario classrooms, part-time 

professor of special education at University of Toronto, a volunteer for 15 summers with teachers in Jiangsu Province, 

China, a year teaching high school in Nanjing, China, followed by a year as literacy instructor at a high school in Arviat, 

Nunavut. Dr. Plaskett completed undergraduate studies at Western University and earned a doctorate at University of 

Toronto (2000) in Human Development and Applied Psychology with her thesis on resilience. Her teaching-travel 

focuses on the importance of cultural exchange and living in community. Her book, "Sewing Lessons: My Year in 

Arviat, Nunavut" will be completed in summer 2021. 

Brief Description of Presentation 

Dr. Plaskett's talk, "Sewing Lessons: My Year in Arviat, Nunavut" focuses on the vital importance of cultural exchange 

and living in community. She will share experiences of her amazing arrival in the treeless, snow covered tundra, the 

symbolism of the ulu and joining a women's sewing group to make seal fur mittens with Susan, teaching in the north to 

the third generation after residential schools, being "on the land" with blizzards, igloos, northern lights, polar bears and 

caribou, and the hot tea and warm bannock, love and belly laughs of life in a northern community.  

 

  

 
 
  

https://adamshoalts.com/literature/
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 Some Interest Group gatherings are cancelled until further notice. 

Operating interest groups are Chat Rooms (Zoom), Euchre (Trickster)  

& Bridge (Trickster) and Golf 

AJAX PROBUS INTEREST GROUPS 

Interest Groups Coordinator: Nancy Hobart  

 

RODEO (Ladies 

Lunch) 
Dawn Thornton  Dining Out Carol Breen 

Bridge Harvey Brodhecker  Cribbage Reg Lawrance 

Golf Marcia Everitt 
Durham West 

 Breakfast Club Julie Mathewson 

Euchre/Scrabble Julie Mathewson  Book Club Bernie Rosebush 

Billiards Don Vorhees 
Pickering PROBUS 

 Movie Club Nancy Hobart 

Walking Club 
Ron Mitchell & Maureen 
McVarish 

++++++++++++ 

PROBUS BRIDGE 

 

JOIN US AND PLAY BRIDGE WITH TRICKSTER 

During the month of May we have been playing Bridge on Trickster. We have had a lot of fun. It will be more fun 

if you join us! The days will be Tuesday, June 1 and Tuesday, June 15 starting at 2:00 pm.  The first and third 

Tuesdays of the month. If you are NOT a present participant please contact Harvey either by email 

(hbrodhecker@yahoo.ca) or phone (416-894-57780). He will forward to you information on Trickster and playing 

bridge on Trickster. We will play with partners. If you have a current partner please let me know. If you need a 

partner, let Harvey know and he will attempt to get you a partner.  As with Marathon Bridge, these Trickster 

games are for fun and socialization. 

Harvey Brodhecker 

COVID and BRIDGE  

For the past two months we have been talking about some difficult hands to bid. These hands look straight 

forward but can trap you. This month we have another problem hand. Look at this innocuous hand. (Spades) 8, 

(Hearts) A43, (Diamonds) K1052, (Clubs) KQ1042. What do you bid? You have a 5 card club suit and a 4 card 

diamond suit.  You have a basic opening bid (12 High card points plus one or 2 distribution points). Let’s say you 

fall into the trap and open 1 club. Partner bids 1 spade. What do you bid now? A bid of 1NT would be difficult to 

play with a singleton in partner’s suit. A bid of 2 diamonds is a reverse and promises 17 or more points. The 

problem was with the first bid. You should have opened 1 Diamond. Here is a rule. If you have 5 clubs and 4 

diamonds and a singleton or void in a major suit always open  1 diamond. Remember Alvin Roth’s advice from 

last month: Don’t make your first bid until you know what your second bid will be. There seems to be a Murphy’s 

Law in bridge that partner will always bid the suit that you do not want them to bid.   

Harvey Brodhecker 

 

  

mailto:hbrodhecker@yahoo.ca
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PROBUS RODEO GROUP 

 
I do hope that as the vaccination program picks up speed we will get to enjoy some lunches 

together.  As soon as it is possible we will make arrangements and resume our outings. 

 Have patience and take care.    

Dawn Thornton  (note new phone number)  289-989-0641    Please send your recipes and photos directly to 

Barb Squires at ajaxprobusnewsletter@gmail.com 

Here is a recipe from one of the ladies 

 How about chocolate covered  strawberries for a summer treat.  So easy to make. 

 

Box of fresh strawberries. Make sure they are firm & without blemish.  

Wash thoroughly & dry. 

Bag of Chipits choc chips. Milk choc or semi sweet - your choice. I personally prefer the semi sweet as they 

complement the acidity of the strawberry. 

Melt choc chips in double boiler.  Add a good splash of evaporated milk until melting choc is right 

consistency.  Use a fork to grasp bottom of strawberries & dip individually.  Lay on flat tray or dish to set 

chocolate in fridge. You can also dip top of strawberry in coloured  sprinkles  if you want to be fancy. 

Bring out for snacks or dessert & wow your guests.  

 

Enjoy! 

 (Barb Provis)   

 
++++++++++++ 

 
BREAKFAST CLUB 

(Julie) 

 

Did you know? 

• The word cereal comes from Ceres, the Roman goddess of harvest and agriculture. 

• March 7 is National Cereal Day. (mark that on your calendar for next year!) 

• The first cereal grains were domesticated by early primitive humans about 8000 years ago. 

• Rice Krispie mascots Snap, Crackle and Pop briefly had a fourth brother named Pow in 1950. 

• Astronauts ate Kellog's Corn Flakes on Apollo 11. 

• Nine out of ten Canadians eat cereal, with more than half of us having it 1-3 times a week.  About 

35% of us will have it for dinner and 21% of us enjoy it any time of the day.  70% of Canadians eat 

their cereal quickly to keep it crisp, while 30% prefer it soggy. 

 

 
  

mailto:ajaxprobusnewsletter@gmail.com
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EUCHRE AND SCRABBLE 

 

 

 

Join us for euchre on Trickstercards.com.  Our games this  month will be on Tuesday, June 8 and Tuesday, 

June 22, starting at 2:00 pm.  Since game tables have to be assigned in advance, let Julie know by noon 

the day before if you plan to play (ajaxprobussecretary@gmail.com).  You will need to have the free 

Trickstercards app downloaded to your computer or tablet to play. 

 

 
(answers on last page) 

 

  

mailto:ajaxprobussecretary@gmail.com
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PROBUS BOOK CLUB 

The Book Club usually meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month at St. Paul’s United Church, 65 King’s 

Crescent, at 1:30 p.m. 

During Covid19, of course, we are not meeting!!! However, when normalcy returns we shall continue our very 

interesting discussions on chosen book titles 

Interested in reading, discussion, fun and fellowship, we welcome you to join our group. In the meantime, book 

suggestions you may wish to enjoy: 

 

Book Suggestions: 

“Mistress of Nothing” ( + rating) by Kate Pullinger; Governor General’s Award 2009. 

This is an historical based novel on the real life of Lucie Duff Gordon and the subtle complexities of power, race, 

class and love during the Victorian era. 

“The Rose Code” (  + rating) by Kate Quinn; release date – March 9, 2021. An emotional roller-

coaster of three female codebreakers in WWII Bletchley Park. 

 

The Extra Tid-Bit: 
Happiness 

“Most people are about as happy as they make up their minds to be.”  (Abraham Lincoln). 

 

Happiness Is........ 

(excerpts from Mary L. Wood’s  booklet “One Moment Please”) 

Happiness is a humble attitude. 

Happiness is living through adversity. 

Happiness is wanting to do what is right. 

Happiness is being kind and compassionate. 

Happiness is truth, and faithfulness to the truth. 

Happiness is making peace with ourselves and within the lives of those about us. 

Happiness is pursuing all the above regardless of opposition. 

 

Happiness adds and multiplies as we divide it with others. 

Timely Happiness – “The Light At The End Of The Tunnel” grows brighter every day! 

 
(Art work by daughter, Marla K. Kaye) 

Bernie Rosebush - 905-426-1598 or bernie.rosebush@gmail.com 

 
++++++++++++ 

 

  

mailto:bernie.rosebush@gmail.com
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Rambles with my Camera – May 

(Maureen McVarish) 

Part 2 of Rambles with my Camera - at home in my backyard. As outlined in my April edition of my Rambles, this month will 

cover the species of birds that I managed to photograph in the month of May of last year. This covers birds that stay around 

all year, birds that migrate back each year to our area and stick around all summer to fatten up and have their families and 

the migrants that are just dropping by for a few days, or even a few hours for food and rest on their way up north. 

Backyard bird advice here in southern Ontario is to put out the hummingbird feeder on the first of May. I also include my 

oriole feeder. Hummingbirds get a syrup of white sugar and water; orioles a slice of fresh orange and a pot of grape jelly. 

My first hummingbird came a few days after I hung up the feeder and I think the orioles were keeping an eye on my feeding 

station, since they descended on the day I put out their feeder! Orioles will also share hummingbird  syrup if they can insert 

their beaks into the tiny openings of the feeder. Both orioles and hummingbirds will stay around all summer and into the 

fall.  Last year I had a large family of orioles and had to replace the grape jelly sometimes twice a day!  

May is a month for the early breeders. While other birds still seem to be courting and building their nests, robins will 

sometimes have their first family and starling parents will be relentlessly chased by their noisy hungry wide beaked 

offspring well before the end of May. The rest of the year round and summer residents will bring their mostly grown chicks 

around the yard and feeders in June and July. 

The most exciting visitors are those that are migrating from their southern tropical wintering grounds to our northern forests 

and woodlands.  These are also the most frustrating to photograph since they are only visiting for perhaps a day or few 

hours and are very busy feeding in the branches of my trees and bushes, keeping out of sight of predators (including 

photographers). The "stay at home" of the pandemic actually contributed to spotting and identifying more species in my 

own backyard than ever before. Last year it was 35 species!  This year I have had some regular migrants and some unique 

ones. I guess it all depends on migration factors such as weather, winds, availability of food in addition to when I can be out 

there to scout them out and if they will let me "shoot" them! 
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MOVIE CLUB 

 
Just something to do until we get together again. 

Thanks 

Nancy 
 

 

 

 

 

MOVIE TRIVIA 

 

1. What real-life on-again off-again Hollywood power couple starred in the film Who’s Afraid of Virginia 

Woolf? 

 

2. What American writer/director starred in several iconic European-produced “Spaghetti Westerns”? 

 

3. Who played Juror Number 8 in 12 Angry Men 

 

4. The head of what kind of animal is front-and-center in an infamous scene from The Godfather? 

 

5. What TV show was Jack Nicholson referencing when he ad-libbed “Here’s Johnny!” in The Shining? 

 

6. What critically panned 1984 country-musical comedy starring Dolly Parton and Sylvester Stallone 

eventually became a cult classic? 

 

7. Who played park owner John Hammond in Jurassic Park? 

 

8. In what 1976 thriller does Robert De Niro famously say, “You talkin’ to me?” 

 

9. What’s the name of the anthemic dance near the beginning of The Rocky Horror Picture Show? 

 

10. For what movie did Steven Spielberg win his first Oscar for Best Director? 

 

(Answers on last page) 

++++++++++++ 

 
PROBUS GOLF 

 

More good news!  Golf courses have reopened!  If you would like to be added to the golf list, contact 

Marcia Everitt by email at marciaeveritt@yahoo.ca or call (416) 724-6355. If you would like to book a 

time, contact Hawthorne Valley Golf Course directly at (905) 686-2028. 

 
  

mailto:marciaeveritt@yahoo.ca
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A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE 

 

  
RODEO – Jan 21, 2015 After the Sept 2018 Meeting Luncheon 

 

  
Breakfast Club – March 20, 2019 Breakfast Club - February 25, 2020 
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CARL’S CORNER 

 

Carl Mabee 

President (2013-2014) 

Saturday May 7th the start of a (if not exactly bizarre) very unusual day. I landed at the airport in Manila on the morning 
of my forty-first birthday, far from home and although not exactly lonely, alone. However that was about to change, 
soon! After picking my luggage off the arrivals rack a gentleman holding a Mr. Mabee sign and two other husky 
individuals met me inside the customs area. Vic Reyes introduced himself and with his body guards in tow we by-
passed customs through a side door. As mentioned previously Vic married into one of the most influential families in 
the Philippines. I sat in the back of the limo with Vic and discussed the coming week and how the training facility had 
been organised. First the location (and we drove past the building on my way to the hotel) would be in one of the new 
office towers on The Street of the Americas. I think a background explanation might be in order. A major meeting of 
the International Monetary Fund was about to be held in Manila and so The Street of the Americas was a rush 
decision by the President of the Philippines to show a modern face to the world. At the present time other than the 
building owned by Vic’s in-laws most of these skyscrapers sit empty although I understand that will change. And so 
for the coming week I have a very modern facility made available for training the new managers. It was very strange 
to drive by these almost empty buildings and it reminded me of what The City (business district of London) felt like on 
a Sunday morning.  

Wow, the next stop was a jawbreaker to say the least. The Manila Peninsula hotel is one impressive building.  

  

MANILA   PENINSULA  HOTEL          ORCHESTRA ABOVE THE FRONT DESK 

After entering through the front door I wished I had wide-angle lens eyes. The foyer was as long as a major sports 
field with open styled bars dotted among the shrubbery. The reception desk was equally impressive as was the 
above setting for a full orchestra and choir. I checked in and was taken to a small suite and get this, sitting outside of 
my room was an individual who was called “my room boy” are they serious, apparently so! He looks after any 
requests by yours truly and I’m sure a few other guest rooms in my vicinity. After unpacking I received a call from 
our technical trainer in from Ireland by the name of Terrence Murphy, nicknamed of Murph (I wonder why) 
suggesting we get together for dinner. I said sounds like a great idea and we arranged for him to pick me up at the 
front door around 6 p.m. (For sure it beats sitting alone in my room on my birthday.) When the time approached I 
went down to the reception desk to turn in my key after moving a few feet away the band started playing and the 
choir started singing in this vast room happy birthday to you, happy birthday Mr. Mabee, happy birthday to you. 
Good grief with a red face I made my way back and thanked the rather obviously self-pleased reception group for 
their kind best wishes. In my present state of embarrassment I asked them how they knew it was my birthday and 
they said they had their ways. Of course after I got my feelings under control it was obvious, from my passport!  LOL  

Carl Mabee 
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THE BOOKWORM   

I just discovered the fine writer Colson Whitehead and was blissfully lost in, "The Underground Railroad" 

and immediately followed it with, "The Nickel Boys." Wonderful days on my backyard swing while the crab-

apple and lilac bloomed. 

The Underground Railroad was a network of secret routes and safe houses established during early to mid-

19th century used by enslaved African-Americans to escape to free states and Canada. 

I first learned of Ontario's role in the Underground Railroad while living in Old Sandwich Town, Windsor. The 

First Baptist Church on Peter Street was a way station where the ringing of a certain bell and the start of a 

certain spiritual song signaled runaway slaves to go through a trap door in the cellar to hide from bounty 

hunters. Later, as an English teacher in Ajax, I read Langston Hughes', "Harriet Tubman: The Moses of Her 

People" with my students. 

As a child Colson Whitehead believed the Underground Railroad was a real train. In his Pulitzer Prize 

winning novel the main character Cora Randall is a slave on a plantation in Georgia and one day Caesar 

asks her to run away. The author uses magic realism to create real stations and subterranean trains so 

Cora's escape covers great spans of place and time, contrasting her harsh reality of slavery with bittersweet 

stretches of freedom. 

I was introduced to Colson Whitehead in an article in, "The Guardian" and was only vaguely aware of the 

series on Amazon Prime. To me, the book is always better. 

In, "The Nickel Boys" we meet Elwood Curtis, an intelligent, studious African-American high school student 

inspired by the speeches of Martin Luther King, Jr. and Civil Rights marches. In a car on his way to a 

college class Elwood is stopped by police. 

It's based on the true story of the Arthur G. Dozier School for Boys, a notorious reform school operated in 

Florida from 1900 to 2011. Boys were beaten and murdered, their bodies buried in unmarked graves, until 

the sad history was proven by forensic anthropologist Dr. Erin Kimmerle, investigating with ground 

penetrating radar. 

Upon conferring the 2020 Pulitzer Prize, the committee called, "The Nickel Boys"... " a spare and 

devastating exploration of abuse at a reform school in Jim Crow-era Florida that is ultimately a powerful tale 

of human perseverance, dignity, and redemption."  

I love Colson Whitehead's writing style-his spare sentences and concise detail and compassion for his 

characters. Through Cora and Elwood we see there are many ways to be imprisoned-mentally, physically, 

and spiritually-and many ways to find redemption and ultimate freedom. 

Colson Whitehead is only the fourth writer in history to have won two Pulitzer Prizes for fiction. 

 

By Victoria Plaskett 

 

 
  



 15 

 
LIBRARY NEWS 

WHAT’S ON”  FOR JUNE, 2021 

The link for What’s On is:  ajaxlibrary.ca/?q=node/38 

 
RECREATION CENTRE NEWS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Linda Dempster – Enjoy music and conversation with singer/ 
songwriter Linda Dempster.  
 
Tim Westhead - Hollywood: An Insider’s View – Tim’s 12 
Favourite Films about investigative journalism.  
 
David Patterson: Wading into the Deep End of Diversity & 
Inclusion – David is a Professional speaker and Author.  
 
Sue and Jim Waddington: In the Footsteps of the Group of 
Seven and Tom Thomson - Sue and Jim have been on a 
quest to locate the places that inspired the Group of Seven 
painters and Tom Thomson. They will discuss how they locate 
the painting sites and what they have learned about the 
painters.  
 
Durham Master Gardeners: Bulbs - Learn about the history 
of bulbs and how to use them in a garden; get tips on buying, 
planting and how to care for them; learn when and for how 
long various bulbs bloom; and let us show you some of our 
favourites! 
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ROBBIE PROCHILO 

Robbie is Community Recreation Supervisor, Culture and Community Development for the Town of Ajax.  On 

May 28th, he will be leaving his current position, as he has accepted a role with the City of Vaughan.  Robbie 

is well known to the PROBUS Club of Ajax, having provided valuable advice, support and assistance, not only 

to myself, but to two of our past Presidents’ who are members of the Club’s Management Committee; Julie 

Mathewson and Reg Lawrance.  You may remember Robbie attending our in-person meetings, manning a 

table at the back of the room to discuss recreation programs and provide the latest Recreation Catalogue of 

Programs and Events.  Robbie has always been very supportive of Senior programs and services in Ajax, 

including our PROBUS Club, ensuring that our Club was advised of information pertinent to Seniors needs.  

We wish Robbie every success in his future career.  He will be missed in Ajax.  

 

Joyce Starkman 

 

 
 

 
Robbie Prochilo 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Durham Region Transit has made On Demand transportation available to residents travelling to vaccination 

clinics within their local municipality.  The Regional Municipality of Durham website page has been updated with 

this information and streamlined: https://www.durhamregiontransit.com/en/routes-and-schedules/bus-stop-

and-route-information-for-covid-19-vaccine-clinics.aspx.  Individuals can also telephone a customer service 

representative at 1-866-247-0055 for trip planning assistance.  

 
 
 
 

For information on other PROBUS Clubs in Canada to:  www.probus.org . Our Ajax PROBUS website: www.ajaxprobus.com. 
Many thanks to those who sent in items for this issue 

Comments and items are appreciated including photos of club events. Please send to: ajaxprobusnewsletter@gmail.com 
 

 
  

http://www.probus.org/
http://www.ajaxprobus.com/
mailto:ajaxprobusnewsletter@gmail.com
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June 20th  

 
 

June 20th 
++++++++++++ 

 
Q: What do you call your dad when he falls through the ice?  

A: a POPsicle! 
 
Q: How do you know your dad is planning for the future?  

A: He buys two cases of beer instead of one. 
 
Q: Why did the baby strawberry cry?  

A: Because his dad was in a jam! 
 
Q: What did daddy spider say to baby spider?  

A: You spend too much time on the web. 
 

Jake: What does your father do for a living?  

Matt: He's a magician. He performs tricks, like sawing people in half.  

Jake: Do you have any brothers or sisters?  

Matt: Yep, four half-sisters and a half-brother. 
 
"Dad, are bugs good to eat?" asked the boy.  

"Let's not talk about such things at the dinner table, son," his father replied.  

After dinner the father inquired, "Now, son, what did you want to ask me?"  

"Oh, nothing," the boy said. "There was a bug in your soup, but now it's gone." 
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AJAX PROBUS CALENDAR, JUNE 2021 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 
 
10 am 
PROBUS Golf 

 
2 pm 
Bridge, 
Trickster 

 

2 
 
10 am 
PROBUS 
General 
Meeting - Zoom 

3 
 

4 
 
2 pm 
Zoom Chat 

 
 
 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 
11  
am 
Zoom Chat 

8 
 
10 am 
PROBUS Golf 

 
2 pm 
Euchre, 
Trickster 

9 
 
 

10 
 

11 
 
2 pm 
Zoom Chat 

12 

13 
 

14 
 
11 am 
Zoom Chat 

15 
 
10 am 
PROBUS Golf 

 
2 pm 
Bridge, 
Trickster 

 

16 17 
 

18 
 
2 pm 
Zoom Chat 

19 

20  
Father’s Day 

  

 
First Day of 

Summer 

21 
 
11 am 
Zoom Chat 

22 
 
10 am 
PROBUS Golf 

 
2 pm 
Euchre, 
Trickster 

23 24 
 

25 
 
2 pm 
Zoom Chat 

26 

27 28 
 

 
11 am 
Zoom Chat 

29 
 
 
10 am 
PROBUS Golf 

 
 

30   
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Answers to Buzzword (from page 8) 

1. petunia - e 
2. recital - t 
3. quality - q 
4. patient - a 
5. rooster - r 
6. antique - q 
7. nostril - r 
buzzword - quarter 

 
 

++++++++++++ 

Answers to Movie Trivia  (from page 11) 

1. Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton 

2. Clint Eastwood 

3. Henry Fonda 

4. A horse 

5. The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson  

6. Rhinestone  

7. Richard Attenborough 

8. Taxi Driver  

9. “The Time Warp” 

10. Schindler’s List  

Answers to New Senior Exam (from page 4) 

1. 116 years 

2. Ecuador 

3. Sheep and Horses 

4. November 

5. Squirrel fur 

6. Dogs 

7. Albert 

8. Crimson 

9. New Zealand 

10. Orange  
 

++++++++++++ 

AJAX PROBUS MANAGEMENT TEAM, 2021 

   

President Joyce Starkman ajaxprobuspresident@gmail.com 

Past President Reg Lawrance  

Treasurer John Clark  

Secretary Julie Mathewson ajaxprobussecretary@gmailcom 

Social Shirlie Van Putten shirlievanputten@rogers.com 

Membership Tom Rosebush ajaxprobusmembership@gmail.com 

Speakers Gail Tays  

House Jane Wilson ajaxprobushouse@gmail.com 

Website Maureen McVarish ajaxprobuswebsite@gmail.com 

Interest Groups Nancy Hobart ajaxprobusinterestgroups@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large Victoria Plaskett ajaxprobusmemberatlarge1@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large Joan Ash ajaxprobusmemberatlarge2@gmail.com 

Zoom Stewart Beatty ajaxprobuszoom@gmail.com 

Guest Rowena Burns  

Newsletter Barb Squires ajaxprobusnewsletter@gmail.com 

 
 


