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All PROBUS Club of Ajax In Person General Meetings
are CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
President:
Joyce Starkman

President’s Message

Past-President:
Reg Lawrance

On February 3rd, about 80 PROBUS Club members attended our
membership meeting. Our guest speaker, Chris Vollum, provided
information about four social media sites that are very popular with
grandchildren. The draw for door prize was won by Tish Meek.

Treasurer:
John Clark
Secretary:
Julie Mathewson
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Shirlie Van Putten
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Tom Rosebush
Speakers:
Gail Tays
House:
Jane Wilson
Website:
Maureen McVarish
Interest Groups:
Nancy Hobart
Members at Large:
Victoria Plaskett
Joan Ash
Zoom
Stewart Beatty

Our membership meeting on March 3rd will offer a brief business meeting, followed
by a coffee break, and a draw for a door prize at the end of the meeting. The
speaker is Lianne Harris, whose topic will be “Luck of the Irish”. Since March 17th
is St. Patrick’s Day, her topic is certainly current. Lianne is a seasoned speaker,
having knowledge on many topics. She will be speaking in March at the Ajax
Library’s virtual “Let’s Do Lunch Program”. Check out Gail’s column in this
Newsletter for more information about Lianne.
Our PROBUS Club launched two Chat Rooms via Zoom this month, under the
direction of Nancy and Stewart. They occur regularly on Mondays at 11:00am and
Fridays at 2:00pm. Julie and Stewart will be starting virtual Euchre Games for
PROBUS Club members in March. Check updates in our Newsletters for more
information about our Clubs virtual programs.
See you at our next General membership meeting on March 3rd. Entry into Zoom
will begin at 9:30am. Come early and visit with your friends. The meeting officially
starts at 10:00am.
Take care and stay safe. There are only 3 more Mondays until spring arrives!
Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday March 14th. Don’t forget to set your clocks
forward one hour.
Cheers,
Joyce

Newsletter:
Barb Squires
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Use Control Click for Links

ZOOM INFORMATION
You do not need to download the ZOOM software to use the service. If you go to your
internet browser (like Google) and go to website www.zoom.us look at the top right
corner of the screen that opens up and you will see a button to click that says JOIN A
MEETING. (Use Control Click for Links)
The diagram below appears

You can then enter the meeting ID number sent to you by PROBUS Club of Ajax in an
email, and click JOIN. If there was a password also sent to you, enter it on the next
page that opens up.

There are several videos on YouTube showing how to use Zoom. Here are two recommended by PROBUS
Canada:
Joining a Zoom call for the first time, fun and easy online connection
Using Zoom on your iPhone or iPad
Enter YouTube.com in your browser (Safari, Google Chrome, Fire Fox - whatever you use). Click on the
search tool on YouTube (magnifying glass). Enter the name of the video you want or type in Instructions for
using Zoom to get all videos.

++++++++++++
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MEMBERSHIP
Normally, the PROBUS Club of Ajax would be collecting the 2020/2021 Membership Fee during the months
of July and August. However, this year is far from normal, so at our Management meeting held on June 26,
2020 via ZOOM, a motion to suspend membership fees until July, 2021 was passed. Therefore, all
2019/2020 members are automatically members until July,2021, when once again we will be asking you to
renew your membership.
Our current membership count is 212. Once again we ask if you have changed your “email, phone number
or residence address” you inform us via email to tom.rosebush@gmail.com or by phone to 437 981-6719.
Stay safe until we can meet safely once again.
Tom, Membership Coordinator

Below is a recipe from one of the management team

Oatmeal & Raisin Muffins
(Shirlie Van Putten)

1 cup of Oatmeal
1 cup boiling water
Mix and let stand for 20 minutes
1 1//2 cups brown sugar
½ cup butter or margarine
2 eggs well beaten
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp salt
1 tsp vanilla
1 cup all purpose flour
¾ - 1 cup of raisins
Cream Sugar & Butter
Add eggs and beat
Add raisins to the dry ingredients and then add to mixture
Add Vanilla
Stir in Oatmeal mixture
Bake at 375 degrees for 20 – 25 minutes
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SPEAKERS
March Speaker - Lianne Harris Racioppo
Lianne currently works as the Social Studies Resource Specialist Consultant with the
Toronto Board of Education and curriculum adviser for Upper Canada College, having
taught over 80,000 teachers and students (usually in authentic period clothing). She holds
individual degrees in History, English and Fine Arts and using these disciplines, assists with entrepreneurial
artists and business start-ups in leper colonies in India. In 2003, she was selected by W.O.M.A.D. as one of
Toronto’s Women of Influence and in 2009 was invited to be a contributing author of the Canadian bestseller business/self-help book, 'The Power of Women United'. Her artwork has been exhibited at the Royal
Ontario Museum, Roy Thomson Hall, The I.D.A Gallery, and The Shaw Festival. Appearing on TV and
interviewed many times on the radio, she always loves a live--and virtual!--audience.
++++++++++++

All Interest Group gatherings are cancelled until further notice.
AJAX PROBUS INTEREST GROUPS
Interest Groups Coordinator: Nancy Hobart

RODEO (Ladies
Lunch)

Bridge
Golf
Euchre/Scrabble
Billiards
Walking Club

Dawn Thornton

Dining Out

Carol Breen

Harvey Brodhecker
Marcia Everitt

Cribbage

Reg Lawrance

Breakfast Club

Julie Mathewson

Book Club

Bernie Rosebush

Movie Club

Nancy Hobart

Durham West

Julie Mathewson
Don Vorhees
Pickering PROBUS

Ron Mitchell & Maureen
McVarish

MOVIE CLUB
I hope that everyone is doing well and keeping safe. All movies are on hold till further
notice.
Thanks Nancy
++++++++++++
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SOCIAL

List of Theatres offering online Performances & Events:
Lots of Theatres are doing virtual performances. Here are a few for you to check out!
1. Westben Theatre - https://www.westben.ca/digital-concerts-at-the-barn
2. Stratford Theatre - https://www.stratfordfestival.ca/
3. Mirvish Theatre - https://www.mirvish.com/
4. Flato Markham Theatre - https://flatomarkhamtheatre.ca/Online/default.asp
The Social Committee misses everyone as much as you miss us!
Thank you for all the phone calls and emails asking about the future, we have not forgotten you!
Once it is safe, we will be back together.
Ajax Probus Club
Social Committee
++++++++++++

PROBUS GOLF
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PROBUS RODEO GROUP
Hello Everyone, Just a reminder that for now RODEO Club is on hold.
Hopefully in the not so distant future we will meet again on the third
Wednesday of the month to enjoy a luncheon get-together.
Take care, Dawn

Below is a recipe from one of the ladies
Easy Individual Pizza
1 package of Naan bread
1 can pizza sauce
Can of sliced mushrooms
Can of pineapple tidbits drained
Sliced pepperoni if desired
Oregano
Shredded mozzarella or cheddar or combination of both
-Preheat oven to 500f
-Place Naan bread on cookie sheets lined with foil for easy clean up -spread pizza sauce on each
Naan to the edges -sprinkle with oregano -top with desired toppings -top with cheese -bake 5
minutes
- slide onto individual plates or a cutting board and slice into serving pieces Refrigerate any
leftovers. Slices taste good cold the next day as a snack.
Enjoy!
Joan Westwood

++++++++++++

BRIDGE AND COVID-19

What is the most important thing to do before you make your plan on how to play the hand? You
should add your points and dummy’s points and subtract from 40. Why? Because this is the number
of points the opponents have. Suppose your left hand opponent opens 1 Heart and you have 17
points and your partner has 10 points. Your points plus dummies points equals 27 points. 40 minus 27
equals 13. Your left hand opponent has all the remaining points. He would not have opened the
bidding otherwise. You can now finesse the left hand opponent for their high cards. Remember: add
your points before you make your plan.
Harvey Brodhecker
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BREAKFAST CLUB
(Julie)

You don’t have to be Irish to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. Here are some breakfast ideas to get you
into the spirit. These recipes and more can be found at https://jamonkey.com/25-breakfast-ideas-forst-patricks-day/

Rainbow Pancakes

Green Apple Smoothie

Shamrock Eggs in a Hole

++++++++++++

EUCHRE AND SCRABBLE

Great news for our euchre players! We are going to start playing on the second and fourth Tuesdays again,
starting on March 23rd at 2:00. We'll be playing on Trickster, an app that you can download for free onto
your computer or tablet. This app allows you to see and talk to the others playing at your table. Anyone
interested in joining us, call Julie at 905-686-0803 or email jmathewson@rogers.com. (or you can put in my
new ajaxprobussecretary@gmail.com address if you prefer)
Julie

Congratulations to Terry Morlock, our winner of the Nearly Forgotten Valentines puzzle. She won an
Ultimate Dining Card. If anyone is still puzzling over it, the answers are:
Jorge gave his fiancée Ellen roses wrapped in green.
Karl gave his wife Joann chocolates wrapped in purple.
Eric gave his girlfriend Tina perfume wrapped in pink and white.
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Last month we asked how you were spending your time. Here's what you shared:

(Julie)

What have you read lately?
Bernie R – A Promised Land, The Tennant of Wildfell Hall, The Murder of Harriet Monckton
John F – history of Great Britain
Barb S – J.D. Robb’s ‘In Death’ series
Joyce S – Nothing But the Truth, The Late Show, The Other Side of Midnight, anything by John
Grisham
Julie M – Orphan Train, The Auerbach Will, Change of Heart
What are you watching?
Tom C – sports, British television shows
Joyce S – Bridgerton, Shetland, Broadchurch, In the Line of Duty, The Crown, Outlander
Victoria P – Downton Abbey, Family Feud (don't tell anyone, it's her guilty pleasure )
Barb S – Hallmark movies, The Crown, Broadchurch, Bridgerton
Julie M – Belgravia, Les Miserables, The Queen’s Gambit
What are you doing to stay busy?
Victoria P – walking, renovating, knitting, connecting with one person every day
Bernie R – reading, knitting, cross stitch, cleaning cupboards
William W – looking for deer in his yard
Tom C – reading, Code Word puzzles
John F – walking along the waterfront
Barb S – PROBUS meetings and newsletter, walking by the lake, playing computer games,
crocheting
Joyce S – PROBUS, oil painting, dinner with friends via Skype, walking, transferring travel photos to
Picaboo albums
Julie M – ancestry

++++++++++++
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PROBUS BOOK CLUB
The Book Club usually meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month at St. Paul’s United Church, 65 King’s
Crescent, at 1:30 p.m.
Interested in reading, discussion, fun and fellowship, we welcome you to join our group. In the meantime, book
suggestions you may wish to enjoy:
Book Suggestions:
“The Push” – (
motherhood.

rating) by Ashley Audrain; release date – January, 2021. A tense page-turner on

“Extraordinary Canadians” – (
rating) by Peter Mansbridge: release date – November, 2020.
Stories from the Heart of Our Nation – stories that embody the values of kindness, compassion, courage and
freedom – stories that inspire all Canadians to do the same.
For a New Day
(Mary L. Wood from her booklet “One Moment Please”)
Whether beginning a new season (SPRING) or a new day, we can reach out to each other, both to give and to
receive. Who could ask for more?
May our sorrows make us more compassionate.
May our discouragements make us more resolute.
May our failures make us more humble.
May our blunders make us more understanding.
May our doubts make us more discerning.
May joys make us more appreciative.
May opportunities make us more responsive.
May successes make us more useful.
May love make us more caring.
May faith make us more peaceful.
May we make every new day a good day and help others “to make it” so too.
“HAVE A GREAT DAY!!”
“HAVE AN ENJOYABLE SPRING SEASON!”
Bernie Rosebush - 905-426-1598 or bernie.rosebush@gmail.com

++++++++++++

A Little Chuckle for you
A nice, calm, and respectable lady went into the pharmacy, walked up to the pharmacist, looked
straight into his eyes, and said, “I would like to buy some cyanide.”
The pharmacist asked, “Why in the world do you need cyanide?”
The lady replied, “I need it to poison my husband.”
The pharmacist’s eyes got big and he exclaimed, “Lord have mercy! I can’t give you cyanide to kill your
husband. Absolutely not! You CANNOT have any cyanide!”
The lady reached into her purse and pulled out a picture of her husband in bed with the pharmacist’s
wife.
The pharmacist looked at the picture and said, “You didn’t tell me you had a prescription.
++++++++++++
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Rambles with my Camera - Whitby Harbour
(Maureen McVarish)

Hello everyone
This collage was taken early January in Whitby harbour. It was a nice bright day and the water was calm so
there were lots of ducks close by making it easy to get nice shots. The black and white ones are called
Common golden eye. The golden eye is quite distinctive don’t you think? The first picture is a pair, the
female more a chocolate brown and the second frame shows part of the courtship display of the male. The
next 2 shots are the male and female Common merganser; I love their long pointy red beaks and crested
heads.
A big treat for me this day were 4 snow geese which have joined a local flock of Canada geese and were
really close to the edge of the harbour. I didn’t notice the fourth one at first until a fellow birder pointed it out.
In the glare of the sun and with its head tucked under his wing, it blended in with the nearby rocks. It is not
white like the others but blue/grey and called a "blue morph". The closest north/south flight path of the snow
geese is over eastern Ontario and Quebec where you can see them in, what seems to be, the millions. A
sight to see!
Another treat was the last row of photos of a pair of mallards reminding everyone that spring is on the way!
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CARL’S CORNER

Carl Mabee
President (2013-2014)

A HUG
This year has been unusual
Just to say the least.
We tend to raid the kitchen
to have a mini feast.
And that’s okay as solace
It helps to cheer us all.
But many things are missing
like our trips down to the mall.
Still more important
as we try to kill this bug
is all our friends and love ones
are missing one big hug.
A kiss is very nice
we can throw it with a shrug.
But hugs bring warmth and comfort
like coffee in a mug.
A ring cannot replace
the real thing
but will give your heart a tug.
I know we’ll meet again someday and
have that loving hug.
By Carl G. Mabee
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THE BOOKWORM

I'm reading two books right now, half way through "Infidel: My Life" by Ayaan Hirsi Ali and just
finished, "Under An Afghan Sky" by Melissa Fung. Both are inspiring stories of courage and
resilience.
I admire Ayaan Hirsi Ali as she moves from rural Mogadishu, Somalia to Saudi Arabia then Kenya,
escaping an arranged marriage to settle alone in Holland. She earns a degree in political science
and goes on to become a member of parliament, later moving to the United States.
On Saturday night I got side-tracked with the TVO premier of Melissa Fung's documentary,
"Captive." It inter-weaves two parallel threads of abduction and captivity: the small group of girls
who escaped from the thousands who were kidnapped by Boko Haram Islamic extremists in
Nigeria over the past 12 years, and the 2008 kidnapping of Canadian journalist Melissa Fung in
Afghanistan.
Melissa Fung is a former CBC journalist. While on assignment at a refugee camp she was
abducted for ransom and held in a small hole in the ground by her captors. Her book details her 28
days of living on cookies and juice boxes. When they move for one night to a mountain top, she
thanks God for the glorious star-filled sky.
The Canadian news media had a black-out over her abduction and release. Our government
officially refuses to negotiate ransoms.
Melissa survived by establishing a daily routine of prayer, meditation, building familiarity and trust
in her young male captors, and "speaking" to her loved ones by writing letters in her journal. During
a previous year in Afghanistan, she had fallen in love with journalist Paul Workman. He was also
recording his thoughts with his own diary letters. Their letters strike an intimate counter-balance to
the harsh conditions of captivity.
Melissa writes about wanting a dog. She now lives in England with Paul Workman and they have a
little dog, "Sammy."
She does not blame but forgives her captors, the same as Canadian journalist Amanda Lindhout
whose excellent memoir, "A House In The Sky" details her captivity in Somalia. Both write with
compassion of the reality of lives in war-torn countries that lead people to such desperate acts, and
both have committed themselves to improving those conditions.
Melissa won the Grace Award, Commonwealth Broadcasting Association Award, and Champion of
Education in Afghanistan Award. All proceeds from her book are donated for projects in
Afghanistan.
By Victoria Plaskett
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A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

June 6, 2016 PROBUS BBQ

PROBUS Potluck, January 12, 2015
+++++++++++
LIBRARY NEWS
“WHAT’S ON” FOR MARCH, 2021
The link for What’s On is: ajaxlibrary.ca/?q=node/38
++++++++++++
INCOME TAX CLINICS
Volunteers from the Community Volunteer Income Tax Program, trained by the Canada Revenue Agency,
will be at the Main Branch of the Ajax Public Library on an appointment basis only. They can help you complete
your Income Tax Return and Benefit Return. The Program is only available for Ajax residents who have a valid
Ajax Public Library card and have a modest income with simple tax situations. You can book an appointment
by calling (905) 683-4000 Extension 8813.
++++++++++++
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RECREATION CENTRE NEWS

++++++++++++
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The town of Ajax is hosting a Lunch and Learn Series via Zoom. The speaker on Thursday, March 25
is Jeremy Bertrand from the Ministry of Finance. His talk is “Understanding Ontario’s Personal Income
Tax”. Mr. Bertrand spoke at one of our meetings a few years ago and I found him very
informative. To register for his talk and other talks in the series, do a search for “Town of Ajax”. When
you get to their web site search Lunch and Learn, and then click on that topic. The page starts with
asking for your information for registration. The dates and topics are below that.
(Jane Wilson)

++++++++++++

March 14th

March 17th

March 20th

++++++++++++

Why did St. Patrick drive the snakes out of Ireland?
Because he couldn’t afford a plane ticket
Why do we wear shamrocks on St. Patrick’s Day?
Because real rocks are too heavy.
How can you tell if a leprechaun likes your joke?
He’s Dublin over with laughter!
What do ghosts drink on St. Patrick's Day?
BOOs!
What do you call a leprechaun who broke the law?
A lepre-con!

For information on other PROBUS Clubs in Canada go to www.probus.org. Our Ajax PROBUS website: www.ajaxprobus.com
Many thanks for those who sent in items for this issue.
Comments and items are appreciated including photos of Club events. Please send to ajaxprobusnewsletter@gmail.com
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