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All PROBUS Club of Ajax In Person General Meetings
are CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
With all the lovely weather we have had in October it is hard to believe that it is truly Fall. I
am looking forward to some cooler and I hope sunny days. I am pleased with the trend in
Ontario’s covid numbers are not increasing as they did last fall, although even fewer cases
would be wonderful. It seems that the vaccination program is working. With provincial
guidelines changing to include more activities our club will be resuming some of our inperson activities. The Breakfast group, RODEO (ladies’ lunch group) and the Dining Out group will be
meeting again. The Town of Ajax informed me last week that the HMS Ajax Room at the Ajax Centre will be
available to us again. The Management Team is hoping to have our first in-person meeting January 5, 2022.
At this time only 80 people will be allowed in the room, but this may change before January. It is our plan to
have a hybrid meeting – in-person and on zoom - providing we are able to work out the details for this and the
internet service in the room will accommodate it. If there is any member who has some expertise in this area,
your help would be greatly appreciated. Please get in touch with me. The November 3rd meeting will be on
Zoom. As we have done in the past, we will not have a December meeting, but are having a lunch instead.
The information regarding the lunch is mentioned later in the newsletter. Thank you to all those who have
been attending our monthly zoom meetings and the Monday and Friday chats.
Keep healthy and safe.
Jane Wilson

++++++++++++

FRAUD ALERT – BE AWARE
The Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre has received reports of a text message scam tied to COVID-19
vaccines. The text message claims to be from the BC Ministry of Health and will say that your third COVID19 vaccine has been scheduled. The fraudulent text message then asks you to click on a malicious link.
After clicking on the link, you are asked to download software that contains malware.
Malware can infect your device and can put you at risk for identity fraud by exposing your personal
information, banking details and online account credentials. Do not click on the link!
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COVID-19 PROTOCOL
PROBUS CLUB OF AJAX
The PROBUS Club of Ajax is a private social club for seniors. Given the ages of our members, it is imperative
that safety be our highest priority. Our Club must manage the risk of COVID-19, as we re-introduce in-person
meetings and activities. With this in mind, the Management Committee formulated the following Protocol:
For the foreseeable future, all in-person gatherings of the PROBUS Club of Ajax, will require all
participants to be fully vaccinated for COVID-19. In addition, a minimum of two weeks must have
passed since the second shot was administered. These vaccination requirements include, but are not
limited to, our monthly membership meetings, interest group activities, and social events.
This is how it will work:
a) When you are vaccinated for COVID-19, you receive a Ministry of Health Vaccination Receipt for each
shot. When you attend your first in-person membership meeting, bring the Receipt for your second
vaccine shot with you. Your name and the date of your second shot will be recorded, when you enter the
meeting room. Admittance to the room will not be allowed if your Vaccination Receipt is not provided.
The Social Co-ordinator, Interest Group Co-ordinator and House Co-ordinator for membership meetings,
will have access to a list of fully vaccinated Club members, and use this list when approving attendance
at their respective activities. Please note, when the Ontario Government Vaccine Certificate is
introduced, it will replace the Vaccination Receipt, as proof of full vaccination against Covid-19.
b) This COVID-19 Protocol will be implemented at our Club’s first in-person membership meeting. If there
are any interest group activities or social events sanctioned by the PROBUS Club of Ajax, which occur
prior to the first in-person membership meeting, then you must provide proof of vaccination at that time in
order to participate in same.
c) If you decide not to be vaccinated for COVID-19, you may attend any virtual events offered by the
PROBUS Club of Ajax. This includes our Hybrid membership meetings, and Interest Groups provided
on Zoom and Trickster. If you are not vaccinated, do not attend any in-person meetings, interest group
activities or social outings etc. held by the PROBUS Club of Ajax.
d) All COVID-19 Province of Ontario Regulations and Public Health Guidelines in effect at the time of the
PROBUS Club of Ajax in-person gathering will prevail, including group size, physical distancing, mask
requirements etc.
As stated above, member safety is of paramount importance within our Club. If you have any questions, please
email them to ajaxprobuspresident@gmail.com
I’m sure we’re all looking forward to the opportunity of meeting again in-person. What a joy it will be to socialize
with friends we haven’t seen for many months.
Take care and stay safe.
Management Committee
PROBUS Club of Ajax
September 24, 2021
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Use Control Click for Links

ZOOM INFORMATION
You do not need to download the ZOOM software to use the service. If you go to your
internet browser (like Google) and go to website www.zoom.us look at the top right corner
of the screen that opens up and you will see a button to click that says JOIN A MEETING.
(Use Control Click for Links)
The diagram below appears

You can then enter the meeting ID number sent to you by PROBUS Club of Ajax in an
email, and click JOIN. If there was a password also sent to you, enter it on the next page
that opens up.
++++++++++++
TO CALL IN VIA PHONE TO THE MONTHLY MEETING
Local numbers:
647 374 4685
647 558 0588
Operator will welcome you, then you enter the meeting ID followed by the pound
symbol: Meeting ID: 768 724 6025#
It will then ask for your participant code, just press the pound symbol: #
Then enter the meeting passcode followed by the pound symbol:
Passcode: 611220#
You will then join the meeting
++++++++++++
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MEMBERSHIP
Your Annual PROBUS Club of Ajax membership fees are now due for the 2021/2022 year. In fact, as of
the publishing of this newsletter, if you have not already paid your fees, you are PAST DUE!
My thanks for all those members who have renewed. You make my task easy.
The annual fee is now $30.00 a year with the new member initiation fee also set at $30.00.
Renewals should be mailed to Tom Rosebush, 1612 - 44 Falby Court, Ajax, ON, L1S 3L1.
If you are among the still outstanding Members who have not renewed, you can expect an email or a phone
call from me to ascertain your intentions.
If for some reason you do not plan to renew your membership, please endeavor to notify me by email or
phone so we can update our records. Also, to keep our records in order we ask that if you have any
changes in your “email, phone number or residence address”, you inform us via email to
ajaxprobusmembership@gmail.com or by phone to 437 981-6719.
Stay safe.
Tom, Membership Coordinator
ajaxprobusmembership@gmail.com

++++++++++++

Each month our membership continues to grow. The Ajax PROBUS Management Team would like to thank
you for joining our club.
Please welcome your new fellow members: Bob Wilson and Kathy Jerome
++++++++++++
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OCTOBER 6, 2021 PROBUS MEMBERSHIP MEETING
There were 43 attendees at our meeting. Some screens were more than one person, so the count would be
higher.
Stewart reported that the virtual Chat Rooms on Monday mornings and Friday afternoons attract 8 to 10
participants and that there are robust discussions. Julie advised that you must register in advance to play
Trickster Euchre. Registration occurs by noon on the Monday, before the scheduled game on Tuesday. You
can email Julie at: jmathewson@rogers.com . Harvey reported that he sent a survey to Marathon Bridge
players. He will circulate the results once he receives three outstanding replies. Sixteen to twenty PROBUS
members attend the Trickster Bridge Games.
Tom advised, as of October 6th, that 137 members have renewed their membership with Ajax PROBUS.
That’s 66% of our membership of last year. Tom continues to collect membership fees.
Jane reported for Shirlie with respect to social outings. They include the Windsor and Point Pelee trip from
October 18th to 20th, a day trip to St. Jacobs on November 25th and the Christmas luncheon on December
12th. This year the Christmas luncheon will be held at Herongate Barn Theatre, and will include lunch and a
theatre performance. Ajax PROBUS will have the Herongate premises to ourselves. Everyone attending the
Christmas event must be fully vaccinated, as described in the Ajax PROBUS Protocol.
Stewart did a Survey with members present at the October 6th meeting, regarding attendance at
in-person meetings when they become available. The question asked was “When we are able to meet inperson would you”…
59% answered that they would attend a meeting in-person
41% answered they would attend a meeting via Zoom
Our speaker was Lianne Harris. She gave a fascinating presentation about the history of witchlore and
superstitions, including their origin and importance throughout the centuries.
Congratulations to John Love and Tony Lees. whose names were drawn by Jane to receive gift cards.
++++++++++++

WE NEED YOUR HELP
When we start having meetings again, they will be hybrid meetings – partly in person, partly on Zoom. In
order to do this, we need assistance from someone with IT experience. We would really appreciate it if you
could step up and help us out.
Please contact one of the Management Committee or email ajaxprobus@gmail.com.
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MEMBERS CORNER
Scam calls
I Just wanted to remind all our members to be alert to scam calls. I had a call this morning
(October 23rd). The caller asked me to press numbers on my phone. I did not , but ended the
call. Subsequent enquiries revealed that the call was to get you to respond with a pressed
number. No money had actually been spent on my cards. The call was on a local number beginning with 647.
All members should be on guard for this scam. DO NOT RESPOND WITH ANY INFORMATION AT ALLJUST END THE CALL.
Ken Lehan-Port

October 19, 2021
Today is a beautiful fall day. The first really beautiful fall day in a long time.
Fall is a time to enjoy the leaves, go for long walks and be outside.
Fall is also a time to get your wood pile ready for the winter, or in our case for the spring
maple run.
My husband and I bucked up some logs (we get a trailer load of 8 foot logs shipped in every couple of years),
and now it is my job to split the logs.
How do I do that when it is just little ole me?
Why, with the front end loader on the tractor.
I drive the tractor over to the logs, roll them into the front-end loader (typically only two will fit), and drive the
tractor over to the wood splitter.
Very carefully I line up the bucket with the splitter and roll a log onto the splitter.
I make certain to have two thirds or more of the log towards the tractor, so that I can then roll that back into
the bucket.
The split logs go into the back of the Gator and are driven to the woodshed near the house.
I have already filled the woodshed behind the sugar shack and have filled an area inside the sugar shack with
smaller logs for burning in the evaporator.
As I split the logs, I often ponder on what the guy was doing when he thought of steel toe boots.
Sandra McNamara

++++++++++++
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I

Gardening

It’s now nearing the end of October. That means gardening season is almost over. Each summer, I
enjoy planting and maintaining my garden. This year, my choice of annuals was hot pink impatiens
and geraniums. What an explosion of colour over the summer from each little impatiens plant. They
virtually took over my flower gardens. I planted a Rose of Sharon in the corner of my yard, and was
pleased when it produced several beautiful blooms in its’ first year. Gardening is a great hobby. It’s
so enjoyable to sit under a tree, and take in the colours before your eyes. Looking forward to next summer
already.
Joyce Starkman

++++++++++++
Here is a tip for all you gardeners out there!
If you grow Zinnias, and many people do, at the end of the season do not discard the fading
blooms. Pick off the best and biggest and put in a brown paper bag and store in a cool dry place. In
the late spring, after frost danger has passed, separate the seeds from the old stalk and scatter
seeds in your garden. You will have abundant new blooms of Zinnias.
I did this last spring and still have beautiful Zinnias from the old last year's seeds.
Also, if you buy the small pansies (violas) now - they have some at Vandermeer's - you can plant them in a
sheltered spot, south facing and close to the wall of your house. They will continue to bloom until we have a very
hard frost. Then, if the winter is not too severe, they will come back in the spring and bloom bigger and better
than ever. I nurtured my violas all through last winter and had a glorious early spring showing. I had them planted
against the house wall and south facing.
Barbara Provis

Zinnias Drying

Pansies and Violas blooming again after over-wintering
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Below is a recipe from one of the Management Team
Chickpea Apple Broccoli Salad with Honey Dijon Dressing (Joan Ash)
September is apple and broccoli season. Pick up local fresh produce to create this healthy and
nutritious salad in under 20 minutes. What better recipe to enjoy with in-season ingredients! You'll
want to make this recipe, with the freshness from broccoli and apple, the crunch from pecan and
carrots, the rich protein from chickpeas, and a hint of refreshing sweetness!
For the salad:
•

1 head broccoli, very finely chopped

•

1 (15 ounces) can of chickpeas, rinsed and drained

•

2 cups diced honeycrisp apples (from about 2 medium honeycrisp apples)

•

1 cup shredded carrots (or 1 cup matchstick cut carrots)

•

1/3 cup diced green onion

•

1/3 cup dried cherries

•

1/3 cup chopped pecans

•

1/2 cup chopped flat-leaf parsley

For the dressing:
•

3 tablespoons olive oil

•

1 1/2 tablespoons apple cider vinegar

•

1 tablespoon dijon mustard

•

1/2 tablespoon honey

•

1 clove of garlic, minced

•

Freshly ground salt and pepper, to taste

•

To garnish: Extra cherries and pecans

Instructions: Serves 4
1. In a large bowl, add finely chopped broccoli, chickpeas, apples, carrots, green onion, dried cherries, pecans,
and parsley. Set aside.
2. Make the dressing by whisking together the following ingredients in a small bowl: olive oil, apple cider vinegar,
dijon mustard, honey, garlic, salt and pepper. Immediately drizzle over salad and toss to combine.
3. Taste and add more salt and pepper, if necessary. Garnish with extra cherries and pecans and serve
immediately or place in the fridge for later. Salad will keep well for up to 5 days.
Recipe courtesy of Ambitious Kitchen
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SPEAKERS

November 3rd Speaker
Digger, Teacher, Soldier, Spy
What do archaeologists do when the world is at war? Surprisingly, many of them turn
spy. During wartime, archaeologists on all sides have become involved with military intelligence,
turning their in-depth knowledge of the land and the peoples they studied to support their
countries at war. This was no more apparent than in the Middle East where prominent archaeologists played a
very political game during the First World War. Some of these names, such as T.E. Lawrence, also known as
Lawrence of Arabia, would become legendary. Others, when the war was over, simply went back to their
museums and their excavations.
Dr. Amy Barron
Amy Barron received her PhD at the University of Toronto in the field of Mesopotamian history and archaeology.
Her doctoral thesis is entitled “Late Assyrian Arms and Armour: Art versus Artifact”. She has excavated
predominantly in the Middle East but has travelled widely studying the archaeology of various remote parts of the
world from Peru to China. She has also worked in the museum field for almost thirty years and presently teaches
museum studies in Fleming College’s post-graduate program. For more information, please check out her
webpage at www.quarrywood.ca

January 5th Speaker
Bata Shoe Museum, "All About Shoes: Footwear Through the Ages."
Important Note: This virtual tour will either be hosted in person with Mitchell Daniels or
hybrid or via Zoom, depending on our circumstances in January, 2022. Stay tuned.
All About Shoes
Take a fascinating virtual journey and experience the many facets of footwear: its evolution
and symbolism through the ages, the methods and materials of its manufacture and its place in our imaginations.
The BSM’s flagship exhibition, "All About Shoes: Footwear Through the Ages," is a voyage through four and a half
millennia of shoes. As well as presenting an engaging overview of the history of footwear, "All About Shoes" also
explores the wider context of our fascinating collection.
Mitchell Daniels-Our Guide & Host
A graduate of Centennial College’s Museum and Cultural Management Post-Grad program and a recipient of the
Peter Dickinson Award, Mitchell has been working in the Museum and Heritage sector since 2015 at a variety of
different institutions including- Fort York National Historic Site, The Toronto Railway Museum, Heritage Toronto
and most recently, at the Bata Shoe Museum as the Digital Programming and Tours Coordinator. In addition,
Mitchell also serves as a Board Member for the Whitby Historical Society, Volunteer Historian for the 6th Toronto
Scout Group, and Volunteer Historic Cook with the Fort York Historic Foodways Program.
Mitchell also works as a vocalist specializing in Broadway, Jazz, and Opera and has performed at numerous
conferences, galas, Government, and sporting events. Mitchell received the Lieutenant Governors Volunteer
Award, the Accessibly Community Volunteer Award and is also a recipient of the Queens Diamond Jubilee Medal.
(see pictures on next page)
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Image © 2021 Bata Shoe Museum, Toronto, Canada.

++++++++++++

SOCIAL
The following trips are planned but may have to be cancelled if the Covid numbers worsen.

November & December
Thursday, November 25, 2021 - St. Jacob’s - Cost $120
Includes:
• visit to Farmer’s Market
• visit to town of St. Jacob’s
• dinner at St. Jacob’s Grill
• visit to Picards Peanuts

Government regulations will be in place. Only 40 allowed on the bus. You must be fully
vaccinated and wear a mask.

…………………
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SOCIAL (continued)

I hope everyone will come along and join the PROBUS Club for the Christmas Luncheon. Let’s celebrate
getting back together.
•
•
•
•

Date: Sunday, December 12, 2021
Where: Herongate Theatre
Time: noon
Cost: $60 (includes lunch and show)

Maximum 80 people. You MUST be fully vaccinated! We will have the whole theatre to ourselves.
Name of the play is “The Odd Couple”, the Female Version.
Contact Shirlie at shirlievanputten@rogers.com or 905-619-8583 To book
++++++++++++
Here is a collage of pictures from the Ajax PROBUS Georgian Bay Cruise on October 7 th, 2021. Thanks to
Maureen McVarish for this.
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Some Interest Group gatherings are starting up again with some restrictions
Zoom and Trickster Groups are: Chat Rooms (Zoom), Euchre (Trickster)
Bridge (Trickster)
AJAX PROBUS INTEREST GROUPS
RODEO (Ladies
Lunch)

Bridge
Golf
Euchre/Scrabble
Billiards
Walking Club

Dawn Thornton

Dining Out

Carol Breen

Harvey Brodhecker
Marcia Everitt

Cribbage

Reg Lawrance

Breakfast Club

Julie Mathewson

Book Club

Bernie Rosebush

Durham West

Julie Mathewson
Don Vorhees

Movie Club

Pickering PROBUS

Ron Mitchell & Maureen
McVarish

In-Person Activity Guideline
As we begin to resume in-person activities, we would like to remind our members that there is
always a possible risk involved when socializing. Your personal decision to participate in any
PROBUS in-person activity should be made knowing you are taking full responsibility for that
decision. The PROBUS Club of Ajax cannot be deemed responsible for the decision of individual
members. Your own personal health and safety should be your first concern. For everyone’s
safety, participating in a PROBUS Club of Ajax in-person activity will require you to be fully
vaccinated and follow all Health Department and Provincial guidelines.
++++++++++++

DINING OUT CLUB
Hello everyone. I hope you are all doing well and sure look forward to
getting moving again.
I am going to start up the Dining Out group again and will be checking out
places to go. We will have to obey the rules of course, and you will have to
be double vaccinated and masked. Please let me know who is interested
and I will get back to you with the information or post in the next newsletter.
Carol Breen 905-839-7762
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PROBUS BRIDGE

LOOKING FOR INDOOR ACTIVITIES - JOIN US AND PLAY BRIDGE WITH TRICKSTER
During the past three months we have been playing Bridge on Trickster. We have had a lot of fun. It will be more
fun if you join us! The days will be Tuesday, November 2 and Tuesday, November 16 starting at 2:00 pm (The
first and third Tuesdays of the month). If you are NOT a present participant, please contact Harvey either by
email (hbrodhecker@yahoo.ca) or phone (416-894-5778). He will forward to you information on Trickster and
playing bridge on Trickster. We will play with partners. If you have a current partner, please let me know. If you
need a partner, let Harvey know and he will attempt to get you a partner. As with Marathon Bridge, these
Trickster games are for fun and socialization.
Harvey Brodhecker

BRIDGING THE GAP BRIDGE
This month I am starting a series on Modern Walsh-style Bidding. This approach occurs when partner opens 1
club. Today I will cover responding with a minimum hand. In subsequent weeks I will cover responding with a
strong hand and responding with an invitational hand.
With a minimal hand (6 to 9 points) look for a response of a major suit. If you have only one four card major, bid
it. If you have a 4 card major and a 5 card diamond suit, bid your 4 card major. One reason that you do not bid
diamonds is that if the opponents overcall in spades, you may miss a heart fit. Also, if you bid spades,
opponents lose the opportunity to bid one heart.
(Spades) KQ62 (Hearts) 86 (Diamonds) J1086 (Clubs) Q43 – Bid 1 Spade
(Spades) 8732 (Hearts) 104 (Diamonds) KQ109 (Clubs) Q86 – Bid 1 Spade
(Spades) 62 (Hearts) KQ86 (Diamonds) Q10862 (Clubs) 103 – Bid 1 Heart
(Spades) Q2 (Hearts) J862 (Diamonds) KQ1086 (Clubs) 43 – Bid 1 Heart
Of course, if you have two four card majors bid hearts. If you have a 5 card major, bid it. Remember to bypass
the 5 card diamond suit. This is Modern Walsh-style bidding.
Harvey Brodhecker

++++++++++++
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BREAKFAST CLUB
EUCHRE & SCRABBLE
(Julie)

BREAKFAST CLUB
Happy news!
With restaurants open to full capacity again, our breakfast club is being revived. Join us at Stacked Pancake &
Breakfast House, 280 Harwood Ave. South (in the Harwood Plaza) on Tuesday, November 30 at 9:00 am.

You must bring proof of vaccination with you.
Please let Julie know by November 26 if you plan to join us; jmathewson@rogers.com or phone 905-686-0803.
++++++++++++

EUCHRE
Join us for euchre on Trickstercards.com. Our games this month will be on Tuesday, November 9th and
Tuesday, November 23rd starting at 2:00 pm. Since tables have to be assigned in advance, let Julie know by
noon the day before if you plan to play, jmathewson@rogers.com. You will need to have the free Trickstercards
app downloaded to your computer or tablet.
++++++++++++

FOR OUR SCRABBLE LOVERS

Pressed for Words is a game you can download to your phone or tablet for free. It’s an anagram puzzle, easy to
play but can you beat the clock? You have six letters and 2½ minutes. Try this sample: Using the letters N A A
T R T, can you find seven 3-letter words, three 4-letter words, one 5-letter word and two 6-letter words?
Remember you only have 150 seconds.
(answers on last page)
++++++++++++
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PROBUS RODEO GROUP
Hello Ladies,
I am hoping to start RODEO CLUB luncheons in January. However we need to make sure that
there is member interest in eating out in closed spaces. We have missed the patio season.
The Monday announcement easing restrictions on capacity in restaurants should help maintain
social distancing.
If you are interested in restarting RODEO Club in January please send me your name, e-mail and phone
number. I would also be interested in your restaurant suggestion. Because of winter driving we may want to stay
close to Ajax for the first few months.
I am so looking forward to seeing you again
Dawn Thornton dthorn000@gmail.com

289-989-0641

Here is a recipe from one of the ladies
Aunt Carolyn’s Napa Asian Salad
(Karen Beatty)
1) 1 large Napa cabbage
- cut into quarters lengthwise and slice thinly
- 6-8 green onions and tops - chopped
- Mix and store overnight
2) Brown in oven (approx. 2 hrs. low heat)
- 2 packages of ramen noodles (broken up)
- 7 oz. sliced almonds –
½ cup of sesame seeds
3) Mix and let stand overnight
- 1 cup olive oil
- 1 cup white sugar
- ½ cup apple cider vinegar
- 2 tsp soya sauce
- ½ tsp of salt
- ¼ tsp of pepper
All steps can be done the night before for convenience
Combine all ingredients just before serving to ensure crunchiness
Serves 8-10 people
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A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

Port Hope, August, 2012

PROBUS Bus Tour, October, 2012
++++++++++++

CHAT ROOMS
We are still having chat rooms on Monday at 11:00 a.m. and on Friday at 2:00 p.m. The notice is sent
out via email the day before. Usually about 8 people attend but we have room for more. We’d love to
see some new faces. Please join us for some friendly conversation.
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LIBRARY NEWS
“WHAT’S ON FOR NOVEMBER, 2021
The link for What’s On is: www.ajaxlibrary.ca and click on ‘Programs’

We're excited to see you in person again. All branches are open for you to visit for study space, computer
use, and to browse for books! Before you visit, please remember:
• Masks and social distancing are required;
• Food is not permitted; drinks are permitted;
•

Gathering restrictions also apply in alignment with provincial regulations.
The Library will continue to offer curbside pick-up, along with extensive virtual services, programs, and
collections. Our external dropboxes remain open 24/7 for Library material returns.
See more information and open hours on our website!

Free Printing for COVID-19 Vaccine Receipts
Starting September 7 you can print your COVID-19 vaccine receipt for free at any Library branch.
For more details, and to stay up-to-date on COVID-19 Library service updates, visit
ajaxlibrary.ca/COVID-19.
++++++++++++
A man went to the movies and was surprised to find a woman with a big dog sitting in front of him. Even
more amazing was the fact that the dog always laughed in the right places through the comedy.
“Excuse me,” the man said to the woman, “but I think it’s astounding that your dog enjoys the movie so
much.”
“I’m surprised myself,” she replied. “He hated the book
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PROBUS BOOK CLUB

The Book Club usually meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month at St. Paul’s United Church, 65 King’s
Crescent, at 1:30 p.m.
During Covid19, of course, we are not meeting!!!
However, when normalcy returns we shall continue our very interesting discussions on chosen book titles.
Interested in reading, discussion, fun and fellowship, we welcome you to join our group. In the meantime, book
suggestions you may wish to enjoy:
Book Suggestions:
Indian in the Cabinet(
+ rating) by Jody Wilson Raybould; A memoir of political leadership and
speaking truth to power by one of the most inspiring women of her generation.
State of Terror (
) by – H. Rodham Clinton/Louise Penny; genre – Political Thriller; This novel is a riproaring, brilliant page-turner; also timely, cheeky, important and wonderfully courageous and provocative.
The Extra Tid-Bit:
From the Shelf
(By – Rachel Fix)
1.Oh, pull me from the shelf
And riffle through my pages,
Read my words;
Caress my spine.
I haven’t been touched in ages.

2. Oh, pull me from the shelf
And take me out for tea,
Sip your cup;
Forget the world.
It’ll be cosy, just you and me.

3. Oh, pull me from the shelf
And let’s go to the beach,
Set me down;
Bask in the sun.
Just keep in arm’s reach.

4. Oh, pull me from the shelf
And take me up to bed,
Close your eyes;
I’ll tell a tale
And let dreams dance through your head.

Bernie Rosebush - 905-426-1598 or bernie.rosebush@gmail.com
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Rambles with my Camera – Prince Edward Point Bird Observatory
(Maureen McVarish)
In September of 2019, my friend and I travelled to the bird banding station at Prince Edward Point Bird
Observatory at the very east tip of Prince Edward County.
The mission of the Observatory is "to report on and promote analysis of bird migration and to act as official
caretaker of the Prince Edward County South Shore Important Bird and Biodiversity area." The banding of these
migratory birds assists in this mission in addition to promoting public education. Visitors are welcome at the
observatory during daytime banding, from 8 till noon during spring and fall migrations. Owls are captured and
banded in October during evening hours and visitors must register for this.
During our visit, one of the banders explained some of tasks involved including capturing the birds in mist nets
set up between rows of trees and shrubbery. Volunteers regularly collect the captured birds and place them in
cloth bags and deliver them to the banding station. Here, the specialists determine species, sex and age and
take measurements which will help researchers determine the how healthy a bird is. Then a uniquely numbered
band is put on the birds legs. Finally the bird is released.
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THE BOOKWORM

Australian writer Helen Garner is one of my favorites. I discovered her after a summer trip to Australia’s east
coast just before moving to China. Later, feeling homesick in my unheated Nanjing apartment, I worked my
way through Garner’s books while constant rain cascaded outside my bedroom widows. A writer of novels,
reviews, screenplays and articles, she is respected as “an influential voice on the Australian literary scene.”
It’s her close observations and journalistic detail that most appeal.
Her first novel, “Monkey Grip” is an early example of grunge lit. Published in 1977, it’s now considered a
classic. Single mother Nora raises her daughter in a share house in Melbourne, and has a fraught
relationship with a recovering heroin addict. I loved the symbolism of the title, and the book made me curious
about Garner’s life and her writing.
She wrote the screenplay for the movie, “The Last Days of Chez Nous” in 1992. It centres around Vicki who
arrives at the home of older sister Beth, whose French husband falls in love with her. While beautifully
capturing the ordinary daily life of a marriage, behind the scenes is the bittersweet drama of dying love. It’s all
the more poignant upon realising this really happened to Helen Garner. How does one go on?
“Joe Cinque’s Consolation: A True Story of Death, Grief and the Law” written in 2004, is a non-fiction book
about Garner’s presence at the separate murder trials of Anu Singh and Madhavi Rao, who were accused of
murdering Singh’s boyfriend Joe Cinque. While she at first resisted writing it and interview subjects were
reluctant to talk, Garner used her journalism skills to understand the events that led to his death, as well as
legal and personal responses to the crime. The book examines themes of grief, loss, narcissistic personality
disorder and dependent personality disorder.
Helen Garner’s short stories are brilliant. Her travel writing is spot-on with observations that make me smile. It
was after reading “Regions of Thick-Ribbed Ice” that I decided to visit Antarctica. Written in 2015, she
minutely observes daily life of the confines onboard ship.
“They say that tourist ships to Antarctica, even more than ordinary human conveyances, are loaded down
with aching hearts. Deceived wives and widowers, men who’ve never been loved and don’t know why,
Russian crew forced to leave their children behind for years at a time, And then there are the married
couples: how calm the old ones, how eager the new!- but isn’t a couple the greatest mystery of all.”
In “Regions of Thick-Ribbed Ice” Helen Garner writes of icebergs, tourism, photography and the daily drama
on board. I loved it. And when I did get to Antarctica on Quest Expedition the “Ocean Endeavour” in 2019,
much to my delight, it was just as she had described.
Victoria Plaskett

++++++++++++
•

Feeling cold? Get a book! You’ll still be cold, but at least you’ll have a book.

•

The feeling when you don’t want to put your book down because the characters might do
something without you.
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Carl Mabee
President (2013-2014)

CARL’S CORNER

Autumn
The days are growing shorter
And twilight closes fast.
The leaves are changing colour and
Frost has come at last.
Across the sky the V’s are forming
And Geese are heading out.
For sure the fall is coming, of this
There is no doubt.
The last rose of summer hangs faded
On the vine.
Rime greets the chilly morning it’s yet
Another sign.
The acrid smell of burning leaves
Permeates the air.
The trees have lost their covers
Standing naked everywhere.
Another season eases in, a beauty
To the eye.
Summer fun was fleeting, now it’s time
To say goodbye.
Carl G. Mabee
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AJAX PROBUS CALENDAR, NOVEMBER 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

THURSDAY
4

1

2

3

11 am
Zoom Chat

10 am
PROBUS Golf

10am
PROBUS
General Meeting
Zoom

2pm Bridge
Trickster

7

WEDNESDAY

8

9

11 am
Zoom Chat

10 am
PROBUS Golf

10

FRIDAY
5

SATURDAY
6

2 pm
Zoom Chat

11

12

13

2 pm
Zoom Chat

2pm Euchre
Trickster
Remembrance
Day

14

15

16

11 am
Zoom Chat

10 am
PROBUS Golf

17

18

19

20

2 pm
Zoom Chat

2pm Bridge
Trickster

21

22

23

11 am
Zoom Chat

10 am
PROBUS Golf

24

2pm Euchre
Trickster

28

29

30

11 am
Zoom Chat

9 am
Breakfast
Club
10 am
PROBUS Golf

22

25

26

St. Jacobs

2 pm
Zoom Chat
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AJAX PROBUS MANAGEMENT TEAM, 2021/2022

President

Jane Wilson

ajaxprobuspresident@gmail.com

Past President

Joyce Starkman

ajaxprobuspastpres@gmail.com

Treasurer

Rowena Burns

ajaxprobustreasurer@gmail.com

Secretary

Bernie Rosebush

ajaxprobussecretary@gmailcom

Social

Shirlie Van Putten

shirlievanputten@rogers.com

Membership

Tom Rosebush

ajaxprobusmembership@gmail.com

Speakers

Victoria Plaskett

ajaxprobusspeakers@gmail.com

House

Margaret Wells

ajaxprobushouse@gmail.com

Website

Maureen McVarish

ajaxprobuswebsite@gmail.com

Member-at-Large

Ray Smith

ajaxprobusmemberatlarge1@gmail.com

Member-at-Large

Joan Ash

ajaxprobusmemberatlarge2@gmail.com

Technical Coordinator

Stewart Beatty

ajaxprobuszoom@gmail.com

Newsletter

Barb Squires

ajaxprobusnewsletter@gmail.com

Vice President

Interest Groups

If you have a problem reaching a Management Team member at any of the above email addresses, send
your email to ajaxprobus@gmail.com and it will get forwarded to the correct person
++++++++++++
Answers to Scrabble Lovers Pressed for Words (from page 14)
ant, art, ran, rat, tan, tar, tat, rant, tarn, tart, attar, rattan, tartan

Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 7th

Remembrance Day
November 11th

For information on other PROBUS Clubs in Canada to: www.probus.org . Our Ajax PROBUS website: www.ajaxprobus.com.
Many thanks to those who sent in items for this issue
Comments and items are appreciated including photos of club events. Please send to: ajaxprobusnewsletter@gmail.com
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