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Happy New Year!

I hope all club members enjoyed the holiday season 
with family and friends and are now ready to 
start the year with energy and enthusiasm for our 
activities.

January was named after the Roman god Janus, he 
symbolized beginnings and endings. So as we begin 
our New Year I would like to Thank the Management 

Team for all their hard work in 2023. Without them the club would not 
exist or grow as we did in 2023. 

Thank you to all the members who had great suggestions and Ideas. New 
members stepped forward to volunteer and run activities. There is always 
a need for help to plan and implement new and old activities. April has 
a great rota of monthly speakers, Julie has secured a room for the Salsa 
dancing, which Maureen Adams will teach. Shirlie is planning great trips, 
just to name a few of the ongoing activities. That is our beginning for 2024.

The ending is that many of our Management Committee will be stepping 
down as they have served Ajax Probus Club for many years in different 
positions and feel it is time for new members to fill their positions. So we 
will be looking for volunteers to take over these important jobs. Please 
think about the talents and gifts that you all have and how you can share 
them to help the club stay vibrant.

Jane Wilson and April Gilkinson will be leading the recruitment of new 
managers. The positions that will need to be filled are: Treasurer, 
Membership Coordinator, Secretary, Speaker Coordinator, House 
Committee Coordinator and Communications Coordinator. Without 
the volunteers to take these positions the club will not function well. 
Please feel free to speak to any of the coordinators or myself to find out 
what the positions entail and the resources they use to make their jobs 
easier. 

Jean Wing
jeankelly263@gmail.com  
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JANUARY CALENDAR

SEE WHAT'S ON IN THE TOWN OF AJAX

Town of Ajax 55+ activities

http://www.ajaxlibrary.ca/whatson

IF AN EVENT HAS TO BE CANCELLED, YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED BY EMAIL ON THE DAY OF THE EVENT, 
BEFORE 9:00 AM.  MEMBERS WHO DO NOT HAVE EMAIL WILL BE PHONED.  
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GENERAL MEETINGS
A GROUP OF OUR MEMBERS GO TO THE PORTLY PIPER PUB FOR LUNCH AFTER THE MEETINGS.
MEMBERS AND GUESTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN US.

LUG-A-MUG  TO CUT DOWN ON THE USE OF DISPOSABLE CUPS, WE HAVE RE-
INTRODUCED  "LUG A MUG".  DISPOSABLES WILL BE AVAILABLE BUT IT WOULD 
BE APPRECIATED IF YOU WOULD BRING YOUR OWN MUG TO THE MEETINGS.

Meeting fee:  $2
 Optional “Share the Wealth” draw:  

Tickets $1 each or 3 for $2
(exact change appreciated)

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3  - 10:00 am

Ajax Community Centre, HMS Ajax Room 
(entrance at south side of building)

DOLLY PARTON: BEYOND THE RHINESTONES
with Guest Speaker: Daniel Aonso

Join Daniel Aonso for a captivating journey 
into the life and legacy of country singer 
Dolly Parton – her iconic music career, 
philanthropy, and undeniable influence 
on American culture.

Daniel studied piano from an early age. 
He then went on to complete a Bachelor's 
and later Master’s degree in music from 
York University with Classical Piano as primary instrument. His main 
areas of interest are in Popular Music and Film Music. He currently 
teaches piano, guitar, percussion and music theory at PAVAS music 
school in Mississauga.

Meeting fee:  $2
 Optional “Share the Wealth” draw:  

Tickets $1 each or 3 for $2
(exact change appreciated)

ARE YOU READY FOR TAX SEASON?
with Guest Speaker: Jeremy Bertrand

Don't miss this one if you want to save money!
Our favourite tax advisory expert, Jeremy 
Bertrand, from the Ontario Ministry of Finance, 
will explain which credits and benefits can save 
you taxes in a fun and interesting presentation. 
You will also have an opportunity to ask him 
questions.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1  - 10:00 am

Ajax Community Centre, HMS Ajax Room 
(entrance at south side of building)
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GENERAL MEETINGS

Meeting fee:  $2
 Optional “Share the Wealth” draw:  

Tickets $1 each or 3 for $2
(exact change appreciated)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6 - 10:00 am

Ajax Community Centre, HMS Ajax Room 
(entrance at south side of building)

THE 1700'S: DISCOVERIES AND DECADENCE
with Guest Speaker: Lianne Harris

Lianne brings history to life using period costumes and 
props. Both educational and entertaining, she discusses 
history in a modern context. From famous lover Casanova 
to prim scientist Isaac Newton, the 1700’s was a time 
of contrasts. This era set the stage for the later eras and 
continues to influence us in the 21st Century. 

Take a fanciful ride into this capricious century that 
pandered to unprecedented frivolity and decadence 
while yielding some of the greatest thoughts, minds, and 
inventions, worthy to call it ‘The Age of Enlightenment’.

Lianne has been a history, culture and social studies resource 
specialist with the Toronto District School Board for 20 years 
and has been the guest instructor and workshop leader for 
teachers across many boards in Southern Ontario. She is the 
author of many books.

THE POWER OF THE PEN
with Guest Speaker: Elaine Charal

Elaine is a Toronto-based Certified Graphologist (hand writing 
analyst), Keynote Speaker, Entertainer and Media Personality 
who has appeared on countless Canadian TV and Radio Shows 
and featured in many newspaper articles. 

She has worked with over 150 companies for more than 20 years 
analyzing handwriting and assisting companies in making their 
hiring decisions. 

Elaine delivers humourous, entertaining and insightful keynote 
presentations as well as one-on-one analyses at corporate 
events and private functions and entertains at more than 200 
events each year! 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3  - 10:00 am

Ajax Community Centre, HMS Ajax Room 
(entrance at south side of building)

Meeting fee:  $2
 Optional “Share the Wealth” draw:  

Tickets $1 each or 3 for $2
(exact change appreciated)
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SOCIALS & TOURS

SAN FRANCISCO
APRIL 23 – APRIL 29, 2024 

7 DAYS/6 NIGHTS

Join Shirlie and HNA Travels on a trip to 
San Francisco.

Included in the Tour price:
 • Direct flights Toronto/San Francisco
 • 6 nights’ accommodation at the Courtyard  

 Union Square, downtown San Francisco
 • Round trip airport transfers
 • One half day tour of San Francisco
 • One half day tour to the Muir Woods   

 National Park and Sausalito
 • A full day tour to Monterey, Carmel, and  

 the 17-mile coastal drive to Pebble Beach

Not included in the Tour price:
 • Meals and items of a personal nature
 • Seat selection on your flights
 • Insurance – medical; cancellation or   

 interruption
 • Customary gratuities to your driver, guides  

 and your HNA Travels Tour Director

Contact Shirlie for the full itinerary.

Tour price (no HST)
$2,599 pp double occupancy

Single Occupancy: $ 3,399

Early booking bonus: Save $100 if booked by December 29th 2023. 
A non-refundable deposit of $700 is due upon booking. Balance due February 1, 2024

Contact Shirlie:   905.619.8583 shirlie@hnatravels.com

NEWFOUNDLAND
JULY 23 - AUGUST 2, 2024 

11 DAYS/10 NIGHTS

Included in the Tour price:
 • Round trip airfare Toronto/Newfoundland
 • *10 nights’ accommodation
 • Airport transfers airport/hotel
 • Breakfast daily, 5 lunches & 5 dinners
 • City tour of St. John's   
 • Visit to Twillingate
 • Cape Spear National Historic Park
 • Excursions to Trinity and Bonavista
 • Visit to Bay Bulls with boat cruise
 • Various other tours

Not included in the Tour price:
 • Meals and items of a personal nature
 • Seat selection on your flights
 • Insurance – medical; cancellation or    

 interruption
 • Customary gratuities to your driver, guides   

 and your HNA Travels Tour Director

Contact Shirlie for the full itinerary.

Tour price inclusive of HST: 
$4,993.47 pp double occupancy

Single Occupancy: $6.439.87

Contact Shirlie:   905.619.8583 shirlie@hnatravels.com

* 3 nights in Rocky Harbour, 2 nights in St. Anthony's, 1 night in Gander, 
2 nights in Clarenville, 2 nights in St. John's.
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NCL "NORWEGIAN JEWEL" ALASKA CRUISE
AUGUST 23 – SEPTEMBER 2, 2024 CRUISE + LAND

AUGUST 26 - SEPTEMBER 2, 2024 CRUISE ONLY

Start your amazing adventure in Seward, Alaska. View the 
awe-inspiring Hubbard Glacier and spy brown bears, whales 
and eagles in Icy Strait Point. Explore the former gold-
rush towns of Juneau, Skagway and Ketchikan. End your 
experience with a tour of the vibrant city of Vancouver.

Cruise Cost:  Balcony - $4,299; Oceanview - $3,199; 
Inside Cabin - $2,799. 
Single – Balcony - $6,699; 
Oceanview - $4,599; Inside Cabin - $3,699

Group shore excursions, will be available for purchase prior 
to departure.

A non-refundable deposit of $250 is due upon booking. Balance due April 1, 2024

Contact Shirlie:   905.619.8583 shirlie@hnatravels.com

7-Day / 6 Ports  - Cruise cost includes:
	 All meals onboard, premium beverage package & WiFi. Specialty restaurants excluded.  
Land portion includes:
	 Return Airfare from Toronto to Anchorage & Vancouver to Toronto
	 All connecting transfers between airports & Anchorage, Seward, and Vancouver
	 City Tour of Vancouver

Not included:
	 Luggage handling; Seat Selection on flights; meals not stated in itinerary.      
	 Gratuities for the NCL crew and land portion.
	 Customary gratuities to local guides, drivers and your HNA Tour Director

SOCIALS & TOURS

mailto:shirlie%40hnatravels.com?subject=
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INTEREST GROUPS 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION

EVERY 2ND TUESDAY - FOR NEW MEMBERS 
Members who joined our club in the last 12 months

 are invited to an informal get-together 
at the home of Jane & Bob Wilson.

(address will be provided when registering)

April april-ann@hotmail.com or
Hetty ajaxprobuseditor@gmail.com

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9 @ 10:00 am

WE MEET ON THE LAST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH

Next breakfast at:

WESTNEY RESTAURANT AND BAR

570 Westney Rd S, Ajax

RSVP:  Lynne  912lynne@gmail.com   
905-839-8147

TUESDAY, JANUARY 30 @ 9:00 am

BREAKFAST CLUB

RSVP:  Harvey  hbrodhecker@yahoo.ca

ROTARY ROOM, AJAX LIBRARY
55 Harwood Ave. South

Jan 4 Social Bridge
Jan 11 Bridge Lesson: "Minor Suit Opening &
 Responder with a Major Suit"
Jan 18 Social Bridge
Jan 25 Bridge Lesson: "Major Suit Opening &
 Responder with no Major Suit"

The lessons will continue until the spring on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
of the month. The lessons build on material from previous lessons.

I think he may be delirious. He's getting all
the bridge questions in the paper right.

EVERY THURSDAY FROM 2:30 - 4:30 pm

BRIDGE

mailto:april-ann%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:ajaxprobuseditor%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:912lynne@gmail.com
mailto:?subject=
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INTEREST GROUPS

PICKERING VILLAGE SENIOR CENTRE
29 Linton Avenue (one block north of Kingston Road 

& one block west of Church Street)
(next door to the Ajax Creative Arts Club)

We have a novice's table at our card games for those 
who want to learn how to play the game 
or who need to refresh their game skills.  

Feel free to join us even if you've never played before.  

RSVP: Wendy wendysmith1@live.com 905-686-1490

CRIBBAGE
EVERY TUESDAY 1:30 - 4:00 pm

DANCING AT THE EDGE
FRIDAY, JANUARY 19 @ 8:30 PM

DINING OUT

I will let you know when the restaurant 
has been confirmed.

Carol  cbreen840@bell.net

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18 @ 5:30 pm

EVERY 3RD THURSDAY

Entrance fee at the door ($10-$15)
April Gilkinson april-ann@hotmail.com

or Hetty Shapiro ajaxprobuseditor@gmail.com

LIFE MAY NOT ALWAYS BE THE PARTY WE HOPED FOR
BUT WHILE WE'RE HERE, WE SHOULD DANCE!

THE EDGE LOUNGE
Mackenzie Pub Plaza, 250 Bayly St. W.

featuring The Marc Joseph Band
(Watch them on YouTube)

Join us once a month for a fun evening dancing to retro hits.

mailto:wendysmith1%40live.com?subject=
mailto:?subject=
mailto:april-ann%40hotmail.com?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tz-z_1Yb6QA
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INTEREST GROUPS

"GOMEO" LUNCH CLUB
MONDAY, JANUARY 8 @ NOON

RSVP:  Kevin kportener@gmail.com

WE ARE NOW MEETING EVERY 2ND MONDAY

AT MACKENZIE PUB & RESTAURANT
250 Bayly St. West, Ajax

(Grumpy Old Men Eating Out)

NEW
DAY

EUCHRE
EUCHRE:  WEDNESDAY, JAN 10 & 24 - 2:00 - 4:00 pm

PICKERING VILLAGE SENIOR CENTRE
29 Linton Avenue (one block north of Kingston Road 

& one block west of Church Street)
(next door to the Ajax Creative Arts Club)

We have a novice's table at our card games for those 
who want to learn how to play the game 
or who need to refresh their game skills.  

Feel free to join us even if you've never played before.  

RSVP: Jane jw.003@sympatico.ca 905-619-6674

"RODEO" LUNCH CLUB
MONDAY, JANUARY 8 @ NOON

RSVP: Barb stunikki@gmail.com

WE ARE NOW MEETING  EVERY 2ND MONDAY

Next meeting at:

MAGWYERS PUB
105 Bayly Street West, Ajax

(Baywood Centre)
905-426-8877

(Retired Old Dames Eating Out)

NEW
DAY

mailto:kportener%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jw.003@sympatico,ca, 905-619-6674
mailto:stunikki%40gmail.com?subject=
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INTEREST GROUPS

All members are welcome to join us for a 
discussion on general topics of interest.

 To join the Zoom Chat contact:
Stewart  ajaxprobuszoom@gmail.com 

or Barb  ajaxprobus@gmail.com

EVERY FRIDAY @ 1:00 pm

ZOOM CHAT ROOM

SALSA FOR BEGINNERS
TUESDAY, JANUARY 16 - 10:30-11:30 am

SINGLES AND COUPLES WELCOME

For more information or to register, contact:
Maureen Adams mauwa111@rogers.com

PARKLAND LIFESTYLE RESIDENCES
3 Rossland Road W, Ajax

STARTING IN FEBRUARY LESSONS WILL BE
HELD TWICE A MONTH

WALKING GROUP
EVERY THURSDAY @ 10:00 am

Come join us and discover some of the many 
walking trails in Ajax and surrounding areas. 

For more information contact:
Ron mitchellmis@rogers.com

 or Maureen maureenmcvarish@yahoo.ca

mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
mailto:mauwa111%40rogers.com?subject=
mailto:?subject=
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Welcome to the new members who attended our Christmas Lunch.
Pictured with president, Jean Wing (right): Cathie Jackson, Maureen Adams, Anita & Jim Witty

The Lakeridge Dixie Stompers play authentic happy New Orleans music 
featuring a gumbo of Blues, Marches, Ragtime, Hymns, Country & Western 
and Gospel on:

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14
CLOUD NINE BAR & GRILL

368 BAYLY ST. WEST, AJAX
4:00 - 6:00 PM

THERE IS NO CHARGE TO SIT AND ENJOY THE MUSIC.

Tony Lees (band member), Probus Club of Ajax member

MEMBERS' CORNER
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MEMBERS' CORNER
POETRY BY CARL

POSTCARD

To: The members

Winter in the northern climes
Brings frost bite to the nose
And getting ready for Christmas
Means wrapping and red bows.

Then New Year’s follows shortly
With lots of laughs and fun.
Perhaps the next day’s for groaning
If imbibing was slightly overdone.

Now the holidays are over 
For those called back to work
And sales are raging everywhere
Please pity that poor clerk.

However, for those of us retired,
That saved a buck or two,
I think we’ll head somewhere south
Where the water’s warm and blue.

See the sail boats in the harbour
As the sun sets o’er the rail
It’s a lovely sight to witness
As the daylight starts to pale.

The lagoon reflects the shadows
Of the masts against the sky
And stars soon start to twinkle
As the day fades with a sigh.

The torch lamps are burning
And there’s a lei upon my shirt
And the lovely lady’s hips are
Swaying within her grassy skirt.

Palm trees barely rustle 
As a breeze wafts from shore
And I can take a lot of this,
Perhaps a month or more.

Wish you were here. Carl.

Probus Club of Ajax

Ajax, ON  Canada
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MAUREEN’S CAMERA RAMBLES
MEMBERS' CORNER

Maureen McVarish

DISTILLERY WINTER VILLAGE
Two years in a row, members of my Seniors Photo Club visited the Winter 
Village in the picturesque historic Distillery District of Toronto. The pedestrian-
only cobblestone streets and the quaint 19th century buildings once housed a 
large whiskey distillery. Today, the buildings have been restored and it is home 
to a number of shops, restaurants, art galleries, and theatres.  

From mid November through  to early January, the district is transformed for 
the holiday season, decorated with lights and Christmas regalia including a 
56-foot Christmas tree designed by Christian Dior Parfums.  For the Christmas 
Market, there is a village of quaint kiosks serving up international foods and 
vendors selling unique gifts. It is especially charming after dark.

Besides the stunning Christmas tree, the Winter District provides a treasure 
trove of venues for capturing unique Christmas portraits. There are numerous 
holiday-themed frames and backdrops to capture that Instagram worthy shot!
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MEMBERS' CORNER
RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Meat mixture
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 large sweet onion (chopped)
11/2 lbs ground beef or lamb
1/2 teaspoon salt & pepper (or to taste)
1 clove garlic (minced)
1/2 teaspoon red pepper flakes
2 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
Pkg of dry onion soup mix (I use Knorr)
1 cup beef or vegetable broth 
2 cups mixed frozen veggies (such as peas, 
carrots and corn)

Mashed potato topping:
6 large potatoes (peeled and cut into cubes)
4 tablespoon butter
1/2 cup milk
¼ cup cream cheese (optional)
Salt & pepper to taste
Parsley for garnish

SHEPHERD'S PIE 

1. Start by cooking the potatoes in boiling water until fork tender. While the potatoes are  
 cooking, prepare the meat mixture.
2. Heat the oil in a large skillet or pot over medium heat. Add the onion and garlic and cook for  
 a few minutes until the onion softens and becomes translucent. 
3. Add the ground beef, season it with the salt and pepper and cook until it's no longer pink,  
 breaking it up as you go along.
4. Next, add the pepper flakes, Worcestershire sauce, onion soup mix, beef broth and stir. 
5. Stir in the frozen veggies and cook for a couple more minutes. Set aside.
6. Preheat the oven to 350°F.
7. Drain the potatoes then add them to a large bowl. Add the butter and mash until smooth.  
 Add the milk, cheese (if using), salt, pepper and mash until smooth and creamy.
8. Place the meat mixture in a casserole.
9. Spread the potatoes over the meat and smooth it out with a spoon. Take a fork and rough  
 up the top a bit.
10. Bake for 40 minutes or until light golden brown on top.
11. Garnish with parsley if desired and serve. Leftovers freeze well.
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MEMBERS' CORNER
DOWN MEMORY LANE

TORONTO HOUSE FOR SALE - 1963

"WATCHING" THE RADIO - 1940s ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE - 1950sCAR SEAT SAFETY - 1950s

YONGE STREET - 1960s

A & P FLYER - 1975

1982 DINNER FOR 2 - $5.92 
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PHOTO GALLERY
DECEMBER 6 - CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT THE AJAX CONVENTION CENTRE
PHOTO GALLERY
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PHOTO GALLERY
DECEMBER 6 - CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT THE AJAX CONVENTION CENTRE
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PHOTO GALLERYPHOTO GALLERY
DECEMBER 6 - CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT THE AJAX CONVENTION CENTRE
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PHOTO GALLERY
DECEMBER 6 - CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT THE AJAX CONVENTION CENTRE


